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OAU Ad Hoc Committee on Southern Africa Meets 


Mubarak, Kaunda, Nzo Open Meeting 


MB1903170490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1359 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Lusaka March 19 SAPA—A one-day meeting of 
the Organization of African Unity Ad Hoc Committee 
on Southern Africa began in Lusaka on Monday [19 
March] with general agreement that the pillars of apart- 
heid were still intact in South Africa, Zimbabwe's 
ZIANA news agency reports. 


OAU Chairman and Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak, Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda and 
African National Congress Secretary-General Alfred 
Nzo said at the opening session Pretoria had not gone far 
enough to create conducive conditions for a negotiated 
settlement. 


Mr Nzo warned there was danger of certain countries 
being deceived by measures taken by South African 
President F.W. de Klerk and as a result restoring their 
relations with South Africa. He urged the committee to 
send a message after the meeting, calling on the interna- 
tional community to maintain pressure on South Africa, 
as the government had not yet met the conditions for 
negotiation as set Out in the committee's Harare Decla- 
ration and the United Nations Declaration, which is 
based on the Harare Document. “Were this (building of 
relations with South Africa) to be allowed to happen, it 
would give a signal to the De Klerk regime to block any 
possibilities of progress towards the elimination of apart- 
heid,” he said. 


Mr Nzo said the attainment of independence in Namibia 
on Wednesday would be a further blow for the South 
African Government and testimony that the structures 
of apartheid were shrinking. 


President Kaunda said since the adoption of the Harare 
Declaration in August last year, there had been a number 
of positive changes in South Africa. 


He said while he welcomed the unbanning of political 
organisations and the release of ANC Deputy President 
Nelson Mandela, the government still had to do more to 
create conditions for negotiations. 


“It 1s the Pretoria regime that should unlock the gates to 
negotiations,” he said, adding that it was important to 
meet the conditions set out in the Harare Declaration. 


Mr Kaunda said the committee had to come up with a 
common stand on the developments in the region and 
thus have an input in the report to be made by the UN 
secretary-general before July |. 


It was agreed at the end of the UN special session on 
apartheid in December last year that the secretary- 
general should report on progress ir South Africa before 
July 1. 
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Mr Mubarak said the release of Mr Mandela and ‘he 
unbanning of political organisations was a necessary 
move towards democracy. 


He said the move had to be compiemented by more 
serious Changes inside the country. 


He said with the achievement of independence in 
Namibia, international attention had to be focused on 
South Africa. 


The OAU committee comprises the leaders of the six 
Frontline States—Zambia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, 
Botswana, Mozambique and Angola and of Algeria, 
Congo, Cape Verde, Ethiopia, Mali, Nigerian, SWAPO 
[South-West African People’s Organization}, the ANC 
[African National Congress] and Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress. 


After the opening session the leaders went into closed 
session, where they will be further addressed by Mr 
Mubarak and Mr Kaunda, who is chairman of the 
Frontline States. 


OAU Secretary-General Mr Salim Ahmed Salim will 
also give a report on developments in Southern Africa 
since the adoption of the Harare Declaration. 


Endorses ANC Monitoring Suggestion 


MB1903173590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1727 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Lusaka March 19 SAPA—The Organisation of 
African Unity Ad Hoc Committee on Southern Africa 
ended its one-day meeting in Lusaka on Monday by 
endorsing and ANC [African National Congress] sugges- 
tion that a group be appointed to moniter developments 
in South Africa [SA]. 


Zimbabwean Foreign Affairs Minister Nathan Shamu- 
yarira told ZIANA national news agency it had been 
agreed that the 6-member Frontline States monitoring 
team in Namibia should now move to Lusaka and 
monitor events in SA. 


The ad hoc committee meeting, the first since SA Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk made his February 2 parliamentary 
address, was attended by the leaders of Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Botswana, Tanzania, Mozambique, Nigeria, 
Egypt and the Congo. 


Representatives of Mali, Cape Verde, Angola, Algeria 
and Ethiopia were also in attendance 


In a statement issued at the end of the meeting, the 
leaders maintained the SA Government had not insti- 
tuted fundamental changes and urged the government to 
show, in concrete terms, its readiness to negotiate. 


The leaders said it was the responsibility of all OAU 
countries and world democratic forces to take every 
possible measure to ensure the total eradication of apart- 
heid. 
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We reaffirmed our determination to redouble our efforts 
to assume fully our responsibilities at this crucial and 
decisive stage in the struggle against apartheid, said the 
Statement. 


Urges ‘Direct Contact’ With Pretoria 


MB2003094 190 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[Text] An Organization of African Unity ad hoc com- 
mittee has decided at a meeting in Lusaka to begin direct 
contact with the South African Government. On the 
recommendation of the African National Congress, 11 
was decided to form a group to maintain contact with all 
parties involved in the South African question. The 
group will comprise Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe and will 
operate from Lusaka. 


The committee said in a statement afterwards that the 
reform steps in South Africa were not sufficient to justify 
a review of the international pressure on this country. 
One of the aims of the group appears to be to control 
black Africa’s contact with South Africa and to prevent 
this country from establishing ties with moderate 
African countries. 


Gambia, Guinea Mediate in Regional Conflict 


AB1903174990 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Guinea and The Gambia are getting involved in 
the diplomatic efforts by African countries to help settle 
the dispute between Senegal and Mauritania. The 
Guinean and Gambian presidents, Lansana Conte and 
Sir Dawda Jawara are expected in Dakar this afternoon. 
They are now in Nouakchott, where they have already 
held the first round of talks with their Mauritanian 
counterpart, Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Tanya. Here is a 
report from our correspondent Salem Mesbou Salem. 


{Begin Salem recording} Guinea’s General Lansana 
Conte and Gambia’s Dawda Kairaba Jawara arrived at 
0900 at Nouakchott International Airport, where they 
were welcomed by their Mauritanian counterpart, 
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Colonel Maaouya Ould Sid’ Ahmed Taya. They immedi- 
ately held a closed-duor meeting al the airport VIP 
lounge. The three heads of state then lefi for the Presi- 
dential Palace and are still there. They received a very 
warm welcome from the crowd, which lined the route 
from the airport through downtown Nouakchoit to the 
presidential Palace. [end recording] Before leaving for 
their visit to Nouakchott and Dakar, the Guinean and 
Gambian heads of state pointed out that their action was 
meant to support the mediation of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, the current OAU chairman. But, on 
closer examination, it seems that Guinea and Gambia 
want to help restore peace between the two countries to 
which they are linked by a number of subregional agree- 
ments. Here again is Salem Mesbou Salem on the line 
from Nouakchott. 


[Begin Salem Recording} Guinea, The Gambia, Mauri- 
tania, and Senegal are part of the regional organization 
called the Economic Community of West African States 
[ECOWAS], which include 16 French, English, and 


Portuguese-speaking countries. The [word indistinct] of 


a regioral organization such as ECOWAS is based on the 
principle of free movement of individuals and goods. 
But Dakar and Nouakchott have not been respecting this 
principle since the regrettable events of last April, which 
were marked by a sudden break in diplomatic relations 
between Nouakchott and Dakar. This situation, has not 
only affected the Senegalese and Mauritanian peoples. 
which are closely linked culturally, historically, and 
geographically but also the entire West African commu- 
nity. 


The Guinean and Gambian community have also been 
affected by this situation. That is why the mediation by 
Giwen. Lansana Conte and his Gambian counterpart, Sir 
Dawada Kairaba Jawara, has begun to help settle the 
dispute between Dakar and Nouakchott. Senegal, Mau- 
ritania, Gambia, and Guinea are members of the Islamic 
Conference Organization, which strongly recommends 
tolerance, unity, and solidarity within the Muslim 
Umaa. 


Guinea 1s particularly interested in the settlement of the 
Senegal-Mauritania dispute, because the Senegal River, 
which has joined Senegal, Mauritaria, and Mali for 
centuries, rises in the Gulf of Guinea, in other words in 
the Fouta Dyallon. [end recording] 
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Ethiopia 


Peace Talks With 1PLF To Resume in Rome 20 Mar 


EA1903162690 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0930 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] The procedural talks between the Ethiopian Gov- 
ernment and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
[TPLF], which began earlier, will continue in Rome 
tomorrow [20 March]. An Ethiopian delegation led by 
Comrade Ashagre Yigletu, Workers’ Party of Ethiopia 
Central Committee member and deputy prime minister, 
will leave Addis Ababa today. 


The talks, which will continue in Rome tomorrow, will 
concentrate on procedural matters, and if the procedural 
talks are wound up [word indistinct] it is expected to 
(?set the date) for the substantive talks. 


EPLF Peace Talks Planned for Nairobi § Apr 


EA1903163490 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 0930 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] A proposal has been made to resume the third 
round of the peace talks between the Ethiopian Govern- 
ment and the so-ca!led Sha’biyyah [Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front, EPLF] beginning 8 April 1990 in 
Nairobi, Kenya. According to the ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
AGENCY, the proposal to hold [words indistinct] these 
talks was made by the former Tanzanian President Julius 
Nyerere and the former American President Jimmy 
Carter, who were selected as chairmen-mediators with 
the agreement of the two parties. 


The Ethiopian Government, for its part, persisting with 
its earlier effort to resolve peacefully the problem and the 
stand it has taken on the issue, has notified the two 
chairmen-mediators of its readiness to continue the third 
round of the peace talks in Nairobi on the said date. 


* Mengistu Accused of Selling Donated Flour 
34000477B London ADULIS in English 
Feb 90 p 4 


[Text] Ethiopian troops have last week attacked a 
convoy of ERA (Eritrean Relief Association) trucks near 
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the town of Tsorona, along the southern border of 
Eritrea. One truck was burned in the ambush. The trucks 
were transporting emergency food aid for distribution to 
drough: victims in the area. 


This inr:dent marks an escalation in the efforts of the 
Ethiopian regime tc hamper the distribution of emer- 
gency relief aid. Since the beginning of the month, 
Ethiopian fighter planes have been conducting a routine 
bombardment of the network of routes and service 
stations of ERA trucks. 


Moreover in Asmara, the Eritrean capital, the regime is 
openly selling to the bakeries sacks of internationally 
donated flour that bear the insignia of the Red Cross 
(CRC) for 80 Eth. dollars per 100 kilos. Ten-kilo tins of 
donated cooking oil are also being sold for 40 Eth. 
dollars each. The regime's “Revolutionary Campaign 
Headquarters” have, further, issued a decree banning 
starving residents of the city from travelling to the 
liberated areas to receive relief assistance. Those caught 
in the attempt are being harassed and arrested. 


EPLF [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front] Foreign Rela- 
tions, Europe Office 


London, January 15, 1990 


* Forced Conscription Goal Reportedly 15,000 


34000477C London ADULIS in English 
Feb 90 p 9 


[Text] Ethiopian troops are intensifying their campaign 
of forced conscription of youth from the Eritrean towns 
under their control. On January |Sth, the Dergue’s 
troops rounded-up youths in the city of Decamhare and 
other smaller towns in the region. The exact number of 
those forcibly taken is not known. 


Ethiopian troops have earlier undertaken a similar cam- 
paign in the districts of Mereta Kaih and Egele Hamsa in 
the Southern Zone. The number of those taken away 
under duress is again unknown. The Dergue troops have 
however executed a youth, Gerezghiher Asfaha, in front 
of his parents, with the accusation that he had fled from 
a training camp. 


The Dergue’s target is to conscript 15,000 Eritrean youth 
in this phase alone. 
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UK's Hurd Holds News Conference, Meets Ministers 


VU B1903172590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1718 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Cape Town March 19 SAPA-—Mr Hurd also 
announced additional British aid of 10 million pounds 
sterling to uplift black South Africans, especially as far as 
improving the quality of black education is concerned. 


Mr Hurd said he had felt it important to get a feel for 
himself of latest developments in South Africa—-having 
been here last 12 years ago 


The bold steps taken by Mr de Klerk had maa. negoti- 
ations in South Africa a real possibility and this impres- 
sion had been reinforced during his talks today. 


Mr Hurd said President de Klerk had come across as 
being clearly in command of the actions of his govern- 
ment and that he would strongly pursue the initiatives he 
had set in motion on February 2. 


The foreign secretary, who also had talks on Monday [19 
March] with the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik 
Botha; the minister of finance, Mr Barend du Plessis; 
and the minister of constitutional development, Dr 
Gerrit Viljoen; said the pace and scope of change in 
government thinking over the past few years had been 
impressive, although not complete. 


Mr Hurd said Mrs Thatcher had no plans in her diary to 
visit South Africa at present. 


The British Government did not just want to help end 
apartheid, but also wanted give serious help to black 
South Africans. 


Apart from the additional 10 million pound sterling in 
aid he announced, he pointed out that the British Gov- 
ernment would this year be financing about | ,000 schol- 
arships in Britain and South Africa and was invelved in 
more than 250 community projects in the rural areas and 
the townships. 


He had also been impressed by the budget announce- 
ments made by Mr du Plessis last week—the R3-billion 
[rand] increased aid for backs was a “very positive 
development”. 


Mr Hurd, who also visited community projects on the 
Cape Flats on Monday, said some of the conditions in 
the townships were appalling, but this was not unique to 
South Africa—such conditions existed around cities 
across Africa and Asia. 


Asked about apparent ANC [African National Congress] 
hostility to the British Government, Mr Hurd said there 
were points of disagreement, but the British Govern- 
ment believed in keeping up contacts. 


Discussions had taken place between the UK and the 
ANC at various levels. including a series with Mr Man- 
dela himself, and “ir Mandela knew he was welcome in 
Britain. 


Mrs Thatcher had invited him for talks and it was for 
him “to decide when he wishes to take it up”. 
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Answering a question on the state of emergency in South 
Africa, Mr Hurd said violence was a reality and any 
government had to take measure against it. 


But the ending thereof in South Africa figured as a 
requirement of a whole range of interested bodies, and 
the sooner it could be brought to an end, the better. 


Mr Hurd aid he hoped the 12 European Community 
nations would take note of the steps taken by President 
de Klerk. 


They were so important—although not a total fulfilment 
of réquirements—that “some recognition was deserved 
and required by the situation”. 


Mr Hurd also taet Mr Jan Steyn, who has been charged 
with administering a trust of R2-billion of government 
aid tor blacks, on Monday, and was due to meet oppo- 
sition leader on Monday night. 


He would “pass through” Johannesburg on Tuesday on 
his way to Windhoek for the Namibian independence 
celebrations. 


Botha Meets Press on Talks With Hurd 


MB1903185890 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Excerpts] British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd says 
that the pace and extent of change in South Africa 
recently has been impressive and that Britian hopes the 
European Community will recognize President F.W. de 
Klerk’s initiatives. 


Hurd, who held talks in Cape Town today with De Klerk 
and other senior cabinet members, said at a news con- 
ference later that Britain is planning significant addi- 
tional financial and other assistance to black South 
Africans, which could run into millions of rands. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


[Begin video recording] [passage omitted] [Reporter 
Clarence Keyter, in English] Isn't the British Govern- 
ment afraid that your visit to South Africa at present 
may be seen by the ANC [African National Congress] as 
defying their call to isolate South Africa? 


{Hurd, in English] The ANC know well that we don’t 
believe that isolation of South Africa is the right way to 
end apartheid. | am glad that the U.S. secretary of state 
is coming here later this week. It shows that he shares our 
opinion and that we are not tsolated ir. this matter. 
[passage omitted] 


[Keyter] At another news conference, Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha gave details of the discussion between Presi- 
dent de Klerk and Hurd. 


[Botha, in English] The state president explained to the 
British foreign secretary the developments that took 
place in South Africa. He gave him a brief survey, or 
preview, if you want to call it thai, of how he sees 
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Sreerepmonts to come, the talks abou .*> talks with the 
ANC. They discussed issues such as political prisoners; 
return of political exiles; the South African Govern- 
ment’s concern about the continued war ialk or contin- 
uation of the so-called armed struggle, which we hear 
from the ANC; questions such as who should participate. 
[end recording} 


Both foreign ministers also hinted at their news confer- 
ences that South Africa’s president would pay a visit to 
Britain in May for talks with Margaret Thatcher. They 
also confirmed separately that Thatcher is not currently 
planning a visit to South Africa. 


Asked whether President de Klerk would also use the 
opportunity to visit U.S. President George Bush, Botha 
said this was unlikely because of all the work Ga negoti- 
ations in South Africa. 


Botha Welcomes Hurd Visit 


MB1903191590 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1817 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Cape Town March 19 SAPA—The South African 
Government welcomed the visit to it by British Foreign 
Secretary Mr Douglas Hurd on Monday, the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said on Monday {19 
March] night. 


Addressing a press conference after he, th> state presi- 
dent Mr F.W. de Klerk, and two other senior ministers 
had had talks during the course of the day with Mr Hurd 
in Cape Town, he said: “We always welcome direct 
contact and discussion.” 


In the main, recent developments in South and Southern 
Africa had been discussed. 


Developments in Eastern Europe had also been dis- 
cussed, especially the results thereof economically on 
South and southern Africa. 


Mr de Klerk had given a preview of how he saw future 
developments in the region. 


This had included the “talks about talks” scheduled with 
the ANC [African National Congress] next month, the 
ANC’s continuation of the “so-called armed struggle” 
and the question of who all should participate in the 
eventual negotiations following the “talks about talks”. 


Mr de Klerk’s visit to Britain later this year was also 
discussed. 


He said Mr de Kierk had seen Monday's talks as a 
continuation of talks he had had with British Prime 
Minister Mrs Margaret Thatcher in the UK last year. 


Asked wether Mr de Klerk would also visit the US. 
President George Bush in May—which was being men- 
tioned as a likely month for the visit to Mrs Thatcher— 
Mr Botha said he was not so ore 1t would be May. as Mr 
de Klerk had a tight programme 


“We are in a process, with the Americans, of finding a 
mutually acceptable date ~ 


Much the same subjects as Monday would be discussed 
with Mrs Thatcher, “but hopefully in the light of further 
developments,” Mr Botha said. 
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Mr de Klerk had explained to Mr Hurd what he saw as 
possible obstacles to the eventual negotiations in South 
Africa—the issue of political prisoners could be one. 


Mr Botha said the South African Government was very 
much aware of the need for development in the whole of 
southern Africa. 


Asked about the Group Areas and Population Registration 
Acts, Mr Botha said Mr de Klerk had explained to Mr 
Hurd that it was an “intricate matter”. He had given Mr 
Hurd a “reasonable and I hope acceptance explanation”. 


Mr Botha said the increase in violence “obviously” put a 
break on the government's desire to put an end to the last 
part of the state of emergency, and he believed organi- 
sations like the ANC and UDF [United Democratic 
Froni] could help in this regard. 


The government had welcomed Mr Nelson Mandela’s call 
on the warring factions in Natal to throw their weapons in 
the sea, and the ANC’s call to pupils to return to school. 


“We welcome efforts by) all leaders to reduce violence 
and tension.” 


Parliament Approves Namibia Independence Bill 


MB1903175790 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] The final piece of legislation on Namibia to come 
before the South African Parliament has been approved. 


The Recognition of the Independence of Namibia Bill 
was read for a second time at a joint meeting of Parlia- 
ment, with only the Conservative Party [CP] objecting. 


The MP for Losberg, Mr. Fanie Jacobs, said the CP was 
opposed to the bill because it objected to implementation 
of Resolution 435 for the independence of the territory. 


Minister Confirms Administrator Pienaar’s New Pos! 


MB1903180190 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 18 Mar 90 


[Excerpt] Namibian Administrator General Lours 
Pienaar has been appointed chairman of the Publica- 
tions Appeal Board. 


Gene Louw, home affairs and national educat: 2 min- 
ister, said in 2 statement in Cape Town that the cabinct 
has approved Pienaar’s appointment. 


He succeeds Professor Kobus van Rooyen, whose second 
term of office expires on 31 March. [passage omitted] 


TV Details Namibian Independence Coverage 
MB1903223790 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Namibia's independence celebrations will be 
broadcast live tomorrow evening from 2300 on TV}. 


6 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Highlights of the evenis will be broadcast on Wednesday 
[21 March] morning on the Good Morning South Africa 
program. The program will be extended to accomodate 
further live transmissions of newsworthy events 


Highlights of Wednesday's independence celebrations wil! 
be included in that evening's scheduled news programs 


Radio Orion will switch over to Windhoek tomorrow 
evening at 2340 for a live broadcast of the events. 


Envoy to Namibia Forecasts Joint Relations 


MB1903 184490 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1140 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[From the “Africa South” program] 


[Excerpts] Windhoek is the apple of the international 
community's eye this week as thousands of foreign digni- 
taries converged on the Namibian capital to celebrate the 


country’s independence on 21 ‘March. [passage omitted] 


On the question of South Airican-Namibian relations 
postindependence, Mr. John Sandy, who is acting head 
of the office of South African interests in Namibia, was 
asked whether prospects were bright: 


[Begin Sandy recording} I think so. It won't come imme- 
diately. We have to be honest and remember that for the 
last 20 years, South Africa had been at war with the party 
that is today the government of Namibia. Bul, we want 
to be good neighbors. 


Mr. Nujoma, in all his interviews, has declared more than 
his willingness that it is his intention to (?peace) with 
neighbors. State President de Klerk on many occasions has 
Stated the same as his minister, R..°. [Pik] Botha. 


Things are changing at a great pace in South Africa, at a 
great pace even throughout the world. South Africa and 
Namibia are caught up in exciting developments (that 
would) make sure that we are good neighbors, for the 
sake of our people and for the sake of the region. 


South Africa is obviously the strongest in the economy in 
this region, and, to that fact, nobody denied it. But, 
Namibia, as a member of the Lome Convention, having 
various other back doors to Europe, for being a member of 
our Customs Union, (?delivered) certain advantages to 
South Africa. 


So, our relations in the beginning are going to be, in fact, 
technical, and commercial, and scientific, and on that, as 
we get to know each other beiter, as we communicate 
with each other better, the human relations and probably 
then, to use that terrible word, the political relations, will 
then strengthen and grow from there. [end recording] 


Commentary ‘Proud’ of Namibian Independence Work 
MR1903183190 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1150 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Station commentary] 
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[Text] On Wednesday {2! March], Africa’s last depen- 
dency will become the independent Republic of Namibia. 


More than a century of German colomalism and South 
African administration, in what was then known as South- 
West Africa, will be at an end. Also at an end, will be a 
tiring and sometimes bitter international dispute over the 
territory that dragged on for more than four decades. 


For South Africa, Wednesday will be a proud day for that 
day will mark the culmination of much hard work by 
diplomats, civil servants, and others from South Africa 
who, in the past few years, negotiated an independent 
settlement, and then, since April last year, implemented 
that settlement into operation with the United Nations. 


This ("smooth) evolution to independence in the past 
year, despite some obstacles, such as the armed invasion 
of |.amibia by SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization] forces, has been a tribute to thy. hard work 
and to the cooperation between South Africa and the 
United Nations 


Namibian independence will be marked by two days of 
celebrations that will cost more than $4 million, of which 
South Africa will contribute half. The state president, 
Mr. F.W. de Klerk, will personally lead the South 
African delegation to the independence ce!corations in 
Windhoek and he will be one of the chief speakers of the 
celebrations, before South Africa formally hands over 
independence to the people of Namibia 


South Africa will aiso be handing over an economy that 
iS in good shape. It's a small economy, but then the total 
population of Namibia is only one million. And, for a 
nation of only million people, the Namibian economy 
built on firm and strong foundations with a relatively 
developed infrastructure, assisted with an injection of $1 
bilhon from South Africa between 1978 and 1988 alone. 


The future of that economy and of the country 1s now to be 
placed in the hands of the people of Namibia. They have 
the chance of building one of the success stories of Africa. 


Family Spokesman on Winnie Mandela Arrest Warrant 


VW B2003068 390 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
2224 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Johannesburg March 19 SAPA—The Mandela 
family reacted late on Monday [19 March] night to 
earlier reports that a warrant had been issued for the 
arrest of Mrs Winnie Mandela 


She allegedly failed to appear in court on Monday on 
charges of failure to pay and render statements in connec- 
tion with unemployment insurance fund contributions. 


A spokesman for the family, Mr Dali Mpofu, said no 
warrant, summons or any other form of legal notice 
whatsoever was received by Mrs Mandela informing her 
of any court appearance 


“Clearly there 1s more to this than meets the cye... 


“Lawyers have been instructed to attend to this matter 
and rectify the situation,” the statement concluded. 
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Buthelezi Urges ANC To Join Negotiations 
MBI903131090 Johanneshure SAP 1 in Enelish 
0904 GMT 19 Mar 9 


[Statement issued by KwaZulu Chief Minister Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi's Office in Ulund: on 19 March: from 
SAPA’s PR Wire Service} 


[Text] From Rudden Ulundi, Monday j{dateline as 
received] [19 March] Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi last 
night called on the ANC [African National Congress] to 
lay down arms and join the rest of South Africa now in 
negotiations for a multi-party democracy 


Addressing French Journalists on his return from vis- 
iting Zambia's President Kaunda, he warned that failed 
negotiations would lead to an ongoing race war in which 
there would be plenty of ashes but no victors 


The KwaZulu chief Minister and Inkatha President was 
speaking to a party from France's influential LE 
FIGARO newspaper. 


He said that the ANC’s campaign to mobilise world 
sentiment in support of its wart-anJ-see stance over 
negotiations was not based on an objective assessment of 
the South African situation. 


Rather, the ANC’s tactics resulted from its “desperate 
need” to stop the onward rush of reform events suffi- 
ciently to enable it to meet its primary goal of ensuring a 
winner-takes-all political situation in which 1 took over 
as a government returned from exile. 


The ANC saw President de Klerk’s reforms as proof that 
its “armed struggle” had succeeded. He saw them, how- 
ever, aS necessary responses to internal factors 
demanding change. 


Apartheid was now doomed and there was no chance of 
it being revived. It was extremely counter-productive to 
guard against that which could not be. 


The ANC “should lay down their arms ana throw in their 
weight with the rest of South Africa which now wants to 
work towards a multi-party democracy,”’ he said. 


“It 1s wrong of them to call for the economic isolation of 
South Africa. Very rapid economic development would 
give rise to a greatly increased pace of change.” 


He said Inkatha was now ready to go into negotiations 
ready to compromise on anything which did not destroy 
the principles of democracy and which did not involve 1 
in abandoning key notions. 


“South Africa just cannot afford to delay avy longer in 
commencing negotiations...the stage 1s set and they must 
begin. Those who are not quite ready for this must 
increase their readiness as we negotiate. We cannot wait 
for them: any longer.” 
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ANC’s Hani Embodies ‘New Mood of Optimism’ 


WB 1603145290 Johannesbure THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 16-22 Mar 90 p 13 


[By John Battersby] 


[Text] Chris Ham, until recently the African National 
Congress’ [ANC] most visible and persuasive hardliner. 
today embodies a new mood of optimism in exile ranks. 


In an interview this week, the chief-of-staff of Umkhonto 
we Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], the ANC’s military wing, 
said: 


“For me, the unbanning of the ANC is a tremendous 
event. It means that the regime recognises all that it has 
denied and refuted in the past.” “The unbanning of the 
ANC gives us considerable space to build a much more 
powerful ANC than it was at the time of its banning— 
certainly more powerful and stronger than the United 
Democratic Front.” 


While Hani ascribes the new political changes to a 
combinavion of internal pressure and rapidly changing 
international events, he acknowledges President F.W. de 
Kleri.’s role. 


“For him it must have taken a lot of courage to make the 
sort of coclarations he made on February 2 where he 
recognised that all South Africans must participate in the 
administration of the country,” he said. 


But he +s not convinced that de Klerk has yet crossed the 
Rubicon to a fully non-racial society.” At the moment | 
don't think he has any coherent ideas about the sort of 
South Africa that he wants to build.” 


Hanis views reflect a personal change of heart which has 
been brewing since an internal row within the ANC 
executive 18 months ago over how far the organisation 
shouid go in taking its campaign of sabotage and bomb- 
ings into the white areas. 


Hani argued in an interview in mid-1988, published both 
abroad and in THE WEEKLY MAIL. that the “sweet 
life” of white South Africans should be ended and they 
should be made to associate the maintenance of apart- 
heid with insecurity an’ physical pain. 


He no longer holds this view, but insists it played a 
valuable role in persuading whites to break with old-style 
apartheid 


“When we began to attack targets in the white areas—for 
the first time white South Africans began to sit up and 
cay: “This thing is coming, obviously tt 1s gorng to grow 
and we need to do something about 11.“ 


“When they actually began to hear explosions in the 
centre of Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban they 
began to realise that what they saw happening in other 
countries where there was an armed struggle was begin- 
ning to take place in South Africa.” Hani said. 
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He said the problem was that the strategy became 
difficult to regulate because of the spontaneious anger of 
ANC cadres. 


“We had to control it and it was a very difficult thing,” 
Hani said. “We felt that going for civilian targets would 
be counter-productive in terms of our broad strategy of 
“uniting South Africans,” he said. 


Hani says that before there can be a suspension of the 
ANC’s armed struggle there will have to be direct talks 
between senior officers of the South African Defence 
Force [SADF] and Umkhonto we Sizwe (MK). 


“The SADF and MK—at the right momert—must sit 
down together and discuss a monitoring mechanism for 
achiey'ng a cessation of hostilities,” said Hani. 


He said the recent revelations about “hit squads” would 
have to form part of pre-ceasefire talks. 


“We would certainly demand the stopping of these 
irregular forces which are terroristic.” he said. “I was 
absolutely taken aback when I was told that senior 
officers of the SADF were involved in operations respon- 
sible for the willful killing of civilians,” said Hani. 


“| have never taken part in an operation that has 
involved sending people into South Africa to kill white 
civilians. It 1s inconceivable,” he said. 


At its consultative conference in 1985, the ANC, re- 
affirming its policy of avoiding civilian targets, noted 
that 1i was ineviable that more civilians would get caught 
in the crossfire as the war escalated. 


At a subsequent executive meeting in August 1988, which 
Hani described as the stormiest of his career, the ANC 
condemned attacks in which civilians were targeted and 
vowed to take steps to prevent further civilian deaths. 


But Hani insists that MK his been instrumental in bui!ding 
the ANC into the force it is today. “MK became the 
insmrer and the organiser of the people in terms of 
resistance and I think it carried out its role very well,” he 
said. 


“We expleded bombs that acted as a stimulus to our 
people in terms of resistance. We used bombs and 
ambushes and raids to popularise the ANC,” said Hani. 
“Had it not been for MK the younger generation would 
not have known of the ANC,” he said. He said MK ‘sad 
also played a pivotal role in building up the ANC 
underground irside the country. 


“Now we have units inside the country able to organise 
and train people,” he said. “If there is a breakdown in 
the talks and we see that there isno seriousness on the 
part of the government—and it is resorting ic «ts old 
ways of violence——then those units will be given instruc- 
tions to fight back.” 


Until six weeks ago, Hani was still calling for an escala- 
tion of the armed struggle. No longer: 
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“The times have changed,” said Hani. “That was the time 
of P.W. Botha ... The enemy was sending its forces across 
the border and killing our people. It was a very difficult 
period so my language had to reflect that sort of climate. 


“But now there is a climate in South Afnca which 
demands responsible statements from the ANC— 
including myself. We are calling for unity and reconcil- 
iation. We want to defuse the emotions,” he said. 


Hani acknowledges the contribution whites have made 
to the economy. “We have one of the best economies in 
Africa thanks to their skills,” tc said. “We don’t want to 
destroy that economy.” 


But he says whites will have to stop crowing about the 
failure of socialism and work out an equitahe system in 
which social justice prevails. 


“The whites would sleep better if they tackied this 
problem of the impoverishment of blacks,” he said. 
Private enterprise has got a social obligation. Industry 
has a duty to contribute to proper housing and medical 
facilities for employees.” 


“We face a challenge to work out a system that will 
ensure social justice for all our people.” he said. “How it 
comes about, I don't know.” 


The most immediate reason for Hani's transformation 
appears to be the influence of Nelson Mandela, who 
presided over his first ANC executive meeting last week. 


“Here is a man who aus been incarcerated for 2/; years and 
there is not a trace of bitterness,” he said. ‘For us this is an 
important lesson. We tend to be very angry and yet we 
have not been exposed to the harshness Nelson has been 
exposed to. “I think we are going to learn from him the 
need to be better South Africans—to forgive and forged 
and to look forward to building a new South Africa.“ 


Food Workers Register New Union 16 Mar 


MB160315 1890 Johanneshurge SAPA ~~ English 
1454 GMT !6 Mar 90 


[Text] Pretoria March 16 SAPA—A former Food and 
Allied Workers Union (FAWU) splinter group in the 
Eastern Cape has officially registered as the Food 
Workers Council of South Aft.ca [SA], according to a 
Government Gazette released in Pretoria on Friday [16 
March]. 


The union, which split from FAWU after disagreement 
over participation in the first workers summit in March 
last year, has been registered with the Department of 
Manpower with effect from March 7, 1990. 


It has been registered in terms of Notice 184 of 1990 as 
a trade union for all pecple in the food processing 
industry in 16 Eastern Cape and Border magisteria! 
districts. 


These are Albany, Aliwal North, East London, Elhot, 
Graaff-Reinet, Hankey, Indwe, King Willams Town, 
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Kirkwood, Lady Grey, Middelburg (Cape), Molteno, Port 
Elizabeth, Queenstown, Stutterheim and Uitenhage. 


The breakaway union had about 5,000 paid-up mem- 
bers, a union spokeswoman in Port Elizabeth told SAPA 
on Friday. 


The Food Workers Council of SA senior office bearers 
are: president, Mr Sithembele Kawa; general-secretary. 
Mr Elhot Nduzumlwaaa: and treasurer, Mr Mink Jack 


FAWU, objecting to its title being used by the splinter 
group, last year won a supreme court order preventing 
the breakaway faction from referring to itself as “East 
Cape FAWU™. 


16 Mar Press Review on Cur 
MBI603135590 


{Editorial Report] 


roblems, Issues 


THE sTAR 


Finance Department ‘Soul-Baring’ Welcome— 
Commenting on the new budget plan announced by 
Finance Minister Barend du Plessis Johannesburg THE 
STAR in English on 16 March in a page | 4 editorial saws 
“it 1s no longer unusual for the Government to admit to 
past errors, bul it’s interesting to see such soul-baring 
coming from the Finance Department.” However, “for 
years to come South Africa will have to pay for the heavy 
costs of apartheid—including the kinds that are siill with 
us.” The Group Areas Act “may be on the way out, but 
it 1s still having very real baneful effects, human and 
economic.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Need for National Debate on Teaching—If the new 
budget is to redirect national expenditure toward educa- 
tion and other social purposes the government and the 
education industry “will need to devise a more effective” 
Strategy to spend the money, advises Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 16 March in a page 8 
editorial. “As matters stand, there is every likelihood 
that the additional billions will simply go down a variety 
of drains.” President de Klerk “might do worse than 
copy the American presidency by calling a “Tuynhuys 
conference’ of all outstanding people in the field to begin 
a national debate on the long overdue reconstruction of 
teaching.” 


NEW NATION 


Editorial Warns Against Violence, Anarchy—‘“The wave 
of popular revolt in the country has now sached unprec- 
edented levels,” and therefore the “process of transfor 
mation to a new South Africa is now irreversible,” says 
the page 6 editorial in Joharnesburg NEW NATION in 
English for 16-22 March. Bu’, “while the apartheid 
edifice lies in ruins, we must be careful that our people's 
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much-deserved happiness and celebration do not degen- 
erate into a state cf violence and anarchy—where neither 
the government nor the democratic movement 1s in 
control.” 


THE WEEKLY MAIL 


Resistance Movements Unable To Control Events— 
Steven Friedman writes in his “Worm’s Eye” column on 
page 12 of Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL in 
English tor 16-22 March that while the ANC [African 
National Congress] “clearly enjoys widespread support. 
confirmed for example by the mass rallies since Man- 
dela’s release, it and its allies cleariy lack strong organi- 
sation on the ground in many (perhaps most) parts of ithe 
country.” “The conflict we have seen over the past 
couple of weeks is not the result of greater political 
freedom. it is, rather, the result of denying that freedom 
for so long.” It is also a reminder that “1 will take lone 
before resistance movements are strong and coheren: 
enough to control events.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Leaders Must Cooperate To Restore Calm—“Can Mr. 
Mandela and his colleagues calm the feverish youth who 
think thai instant transformation 1s possible?” asks a 
page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPF TIMES tn English 
on 9 March. “Much will be gained” if the leadership of 
the National Party and the African National Congress 
(ANC) can “work together” to restore calm and order 
“Practical co-operation on the ground would go a lone 
way tc establishing mutual confidence.” There 1s also a 
“special Gnus on Mr. Nelson Mandela and Chief Gatsha 
Buthelezi to help restore peace to Natal/KwaZulu. If 
they cannot do so, the suspicion will grow that neither 
leader is as influential as claimed.” 


De Klerk-Mandela Era Holds Hope—CGerald Shaw 
writes in his “Political Survey” column on the same 
page: “No one imagines that the ANC 1s actively “behind 
the new wave of unrest in the so-called homelands, 
although President de Klerk clearly believes that the 
ANC’s tardiness in abandoning the rhetoric of ‘armed 
Struggle’ promotes a measure of ambivalence about 
violence which is hardly helpful.” Therefore, “the wa, 
the ANC handles the des sloping homeland crisis could 
do much to build confidence.” Also, in the De Klerk- 
Mandela era there “will still be ror.gh passages” but there 
is now “hope at least and a discernible way \head.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Policy on Demonstrations Wavers—C ape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 14 March in a page 6 editorial 
states: “The white electorate, particularly, may be jittery 
about any form of protest at ‘+e moment, but that is no 
reason for all demonstrations to be banned in a sort of 
Paviovlian reflex. A policy which wavers from one 
extreme to another merely exacerbates existing frustra- 
tions and invites further confrontation.” 
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THE NATAL WITNESS 


Homeland Structures ‘Flimsy’—The upheavals and vio- 
lence in the homelands are a “singular testimony to the 
failure of Verwoerd’s ill-conceived policy of independent 
‘Bantu’ states,” declares Pietermaritzburg THE NATAL 
WITNESS in English on 9 March in a page 10 editorial. 
The fact that the South African Government is “inter- 
vening” in the affairs of these “so-called nations” shows 
“how flimsy their political and economic structures have 
been.” 


THE NAMIBIAN 


High Independence Expectations—Windhoek THE 
NAMIBIAN in English on 9 March in its page 7 editorial 
remarks that “lately, it has become evident that there are 
extremely high expectations among people of this coun- 
try.” Now that the South-West African People’s Organi- 
zation (SWAPO) is “about to come to power, there is an 
anticipation that ‘all wrongs will be righted’ after inde- 
pendence—that there will be ‘houses from heaven’ and 
jobs for all.” Independence means Namibians “will have 
to work more, rather than less, if they want their country 
to set an example on the African continent.” 


THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 


Wider Press Freedom—Windhoek THE WINDHOEK 
ADVERTISER in English on 9 March in its page 2 
editorial refers to Information and Broadcasting Min- 
ister Hamutenya’s announcement that the incoming 
government is to give the press “wide freedom,” saying 
that it hopes the government is also indicating that “‘it is 
quite prepared to suffer the high storms.”’ The minister 
“sounded no warning bells, but the Press could be sure of 
it that, although the government realises it is a high tree, 
the government will surely not tolerate small dogs lifting 
their legs at the bottom of the trunk.” 


17 Mar Press Review 
MB2003 120390 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Mandela Offers No Concessions—Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 16 March says in its page 6 
editorial it is “pleased” that “not only the United States 
but the African National Congress [ANC]-loving Sweden 
have dismissed Mr. Nelson Mandela’s call to the inter- 
national community for greater sanctions and the cutting 
off of diplomatic relations with South Africa.” THE 
CITIZEN hopes the ANC will “understand that the 
world is not willing to turn the screws on [the Republic 
of] South Africa [RSA],” and “certainly not while Mr. de 
Klerk is doing everything he possibly can to get the 
negotiations going.” Meanwhile, the international com- 
munity should note that Mandela ‘offers no concessions 
to Mr. de Klerk and sticks to the full list of ANC 
demands.” 
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SATURDAY STAR 


Homeland Leaders RSA ‘Victims’—Joe Latakgomo 
writes in his “Write On” column on page 10 of Johan- 
nesburg SATURDAY STAR in English on 17 March 
that homeland leaders were the “victims of the biggest 
con job ever done on blacks.”” Now the blacks in the 
homelands have “had enough of terror and authoritarian 
rule.” “The days of the homelands are running out.” 


CAPE TIMES 


New Budget Points in Right Direction—The | 990 budget 
announced by Finance Minister Barend du Plessis is a 
“tentative siep in the right direction offering some cheer 
and better prospects in the future despite serious imme- 
diate shortcomings,” declares the page 8 editorial in 
Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 15 March. Du 
Plessis has “at long last probably halted the trend 
towards bigger government through an actual decrease in 
state spending after adjusting for inflation. The shifting 
of priorities, albeit at a frustratingly slow pace, from 
defence to social welfare spending including health, 
education, and housing is undoubtedly correct.” 


VRYE WEEKBLAD 


Inquiry Commissions Cover-Up—*Unfortunately com- 
missions of inquiry in South Africa do not have good 
track records,” observes Johannesburg VRYE WEEK- 
BLAD in Afrikaans on 16 March in a page 20 editorial. 
“Too often such commissions create the impression that 
because of government pressure they are not allowed to 
arrive at the full truth.” Ther-fore, Justice Harms of the 
Harms Commission of Inqu ry into alleged murder 
squads must “forgive” VRYE WEEKBLAD if “we ° 
remain a little cynical, and if we keep our eyes open from 
now on for signs of cover-up attempts.” 


TRANSVALER 


Masses Seek ‘Strong’ Leadership—Johannesburg 
TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 9 March in a page 8 
editorial says the leaders of the ANC, the United Dem- 
ocratic Front, and the Mass Democratic Movement are 
publicly urging an end to the violence and plundering 
but are not stopping the ringleaders. Mandela says “there 
must be peace and negotiation, but meanwhile the ‘strug- 
gle’ continues. These two views do not agree; that is why 
the violence increases instead of decreasing. In such 
circumstances, the silent masses who are most affected 
by the chaos and plundering, demand strong and deci- 
sive leadership. Therefore, Mr. de Klerk’s announce- 
ment about maintaining order is timely.” 


‘Watershed’ Budget—The 1990 budget announced by 
Finance Minister du Plessis was a “watershed budget 
with the most heartening aspect being the fact that the 
minister did not have to increase the general tax,” 
declares a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg TRANS- 
VALER in Afrikaans on 15 March. “There are even 
significant concessions.” “The minister tried hard to 
stimulate a healthier economic growth. There can be 
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hope with such a budget. But it will depend on political 
developments wiicther it remains so.” 


DIE BURGER 


Unrest Negatively Affects Negotiation— “Whatever the 
cause of the unrest situation, it ultimately has one result, 
and that is that it will have a negative outcome on the 
negotiation process,” affirms Cape Town DIE BURGER 
in Afrikaans on 9 March in a page 14 editorial. The 
unrest has flared up “at a time when the government has 
gone out of its way to create a positive climate for 
negotiations. The ironic situation has arisen, that while 
the government has been accused of hindering negotia- 
tions, the greatest obstacles to negotiation are coming 
from the ranks of those who made these accusations in 
the past. Therefore, it rests heavily with black leaders, 
either in the ANC, Inkatha, or other political move- 
ments, to restore order in their communities.” 


NP Alliance Good Strategy—Cape Town DIE BURGER 
in Afrikaans on 14 March in a page 1|4 editorial states: 
“When the NP [National Party] sits at the negotiation 
table it will have to exchange its government hat for its 
party political one. By doing so it will ensure that it can 
negotiate, for itself and its supporters, the largest pos- 
sible role in a future dispensation. The stronger the 
participating parties, the greater will be their negotiating 
power. Therefore, it looks to be a good strategy that the 
NP should form alliances with other political parties and 
groups. The malicious propaganda from especially the 
right wing that the NP is suddenly throwing in the towel 
can only harm the whites’ ultimate negotiation position. 
While the NP is wrestling with the realities, the Conser- 
vative Party and other right wing thinking groups can 
only offer impractical, escapist politics.” 


BEELD 


ANC/UDF Game To Delay Settlement—Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 12 March in a page 6 editorial 
says “reform must naturally come from two sides, and 
while it was so easy for black organizations to dig in their 
heels on the grounds of unanswered demands, now for 
the first time they are expected to show creative think- 
ing.” “Until now the ANC/UDF [United Democratic 
Front] alliance has played a cat-and-mouse game. Their 
remarks are aimed at getting the support of both mod- 
erates and extremists. It is possibly good diplomacy, but 
at some or other point they will have to send out stronger 
signals” or a settlement “will be delayed.” 


New Budget Reflection of Political Initiatives—The 
announced budget for 1990 is “a worthy economic 
reflection of the recent political initiatives that placed 
South Africa on a whole new path,” claims a page 10 
editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 15 
March. “The good expenditure discipline and especially 
good incomes of the past year greatly restored the 
credibility of the budget. We trust it will be further 
confirmed in the new financial year by spending being 
maintained within the !1.9 percent.” 
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Mandela Call for Diplomatic Ties Cut *‘Unrealistic —A 
second editorial on the same page says Nelson Mandela’s 
call for all diplomatic ties with South Africa to be broken 
in order to end apartheid is “as unrealistic as it is 
illogical.” “Since President F.W. de Klerk gave South 
Africa’s reform plans new momentum, countries that 
formerly wanted nothing to do with South Africa 
announced they were considering establishing diplo- 
matic ties.” BEELD advises Mandela and the ANC: “Do 
not ask other countries to do your work for you. Do it 
yourself. Leave the gallivanting around and come and 
test your influence in South Africa by trying to contain 
the escalating violence and deaths. That will help create 
the necessary climate for negotiating an apartheid-free 
South Africa.” 


Blacks Must Begin Self-Help Projects—* While there are 
sO many destructive happenings in black ranks, Mr. 
Walter Sisulu’s remarks at the University of the Western 
Cape are welcomed,” notes a page 8 editorial in ,ohan- 
nesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 16 March. Sisulu said 
“there can be no waiting for liberation before the process 
of building up in South Africa begins; changes have to be 
brought about now; own development projects have to 
he tackled.” BEELD points out that schools and univer- 
sities are available, and the government has put money 
aside “to abolish differences brought about by apart- 
heid.” 
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[Editorial Report] 


SUNDAY TIMES 


State's Special Fund Sh. ~s New Reform Approach—‘If 
a single act defines the different approaches to reform it 
is the Government's creation of a special fund to pro- 
mote socio-economic development,” affirms Johannes- 
burg SUNDAY TIMES in English on 18 March in a page 
22 editorial. “This amounts to acknowledgement of a 
key demand by extra-parliamentary groups: that there 
must be compensation for past economic inequities.” 
President de Klerk’s “bold and imaginative venture 
deserves the support of all who recognise the eternal 
verity that political liberation and economic liberation 
are inseparable.” 


SUNDAY STAR 


State Murder Squad ‘Complacency,’ ‘Corruption’— 
Referring to the activities of the Civil Cooperation 
Bureau, Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR in English on 18 
march in its page 10 editorial states: “We are looking at 
a Government-funded organisation that is being accused 
of assassinating its own citizens in its Own country. We 
are looking at apparent complacency in some of the 
highest places. Has total power finally become total 
corruption?” 
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RAPPORT 


Call for Mandela To Abandon Isolation Calls—** Perhaps 
Mr. Mandela should have traveled southward from 
Sweden to the land of Hamlet, where he could then 
appropriately ask: To isolate or not to isolate, that is the 
question...,” states the page 28 editorial in Johannesburg 
RAPPORT in Afrikaans on 18 March. RAPPORT 
believes the answer is clear: “He must come here to help 
create an atmosphere for the new South Africa instead of 
working against it abroad.”” RAPPORT does not want to 
place everything that has happened since Mandela's 
release “before his door,” because RAPPORT is aware 
of “the frustrations of many years that are lying in wait 
for an incident to explode.” Nevertheless, he should ask 
himself what effect his calls for “total and further isola- 
tion of South Africa will have on such heated feelings.” 
He should also ask himself whether “his people, as a 
result of stories about isolation, sanctions, armed 
Struggle, nationalization, and others, will not find it 
difficult to believe he is the man of peace he claims to 
be.’ “Mr. Mandela would do a disservice to himself and 
to South Africa if he disappoints the high expectations 
placed on him and on President de Klerk during that 
exciting weekend of his release.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC Must Show Goodwill Evidence—Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 19 March in a page 8 
editorial points out the African National Congress 
(ANC) “seems to have a problem in not wishing to lose 
the support of militants.”’ But Mandela’s announcement 
that he will meet KwaZulu Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
“could ease tension.”” There are also “promising signs” 
for the negotiating process: “There has been some coop- 
eration between leaders of groups aligned to the MDM 
{Mass Democratic Movement] and the police in many 
areas. Newfound respect between UDF [United Demo- 
cratic Front}-aligned education groups like the National 
Education Co-ordinating Committee and government at 
least improves the chances of pupils eventually returning 
to school.” Now that the ANC is to meet with the 
government there “will be more substantial evidence of 
goodwill.” 


Sanctions Only ‘Pressure’ Mandela Possesses—Editor 
Ken Owen writes on the same page the ANC is “gradu- 
ally coming into focus and as the myths fade they 
become less fearsome.’ Mandela’s “vain appeal” for 
calm has “exposed the limits of the ANC’s authority in 
the townships.” Owen believes Mandela “‘does not con- 
trol the black people of South Africa; his authority is 
ienuous and limited. He calls on school children to go 
back to school—and the teachers walk out. He says, 
‘Throw your weapons in the sea,’ and his plea is instantly 
followed by an orgy of mayhem and killing.” Owen 
believes we should not be “surprised, nor unduly 
alarmed” that Mandela calls for international sanctions 
because sanctions “constitute the only credible pressure 
that moderate leaders like Mandela can invoke.” 
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SOWETAN 


Atmosphere Not Good for ANC-Government Talks— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 19 March in a 
page 6 editorial remarks that the “atmosphere” in the 
country “does not bode well for any meaningful talks 
between the ANC and Government.” “Will the parties 
be able to go on talking when people are dying in 
demonstrations throughout the country?” SOWETAN 
also believes that for as long as the Black Consciousness 
Movement and Pan-Africanist Congress are not 
involved “we will never be able to say if the majority of 
blacks support whatever talks are going on.” 


20 Mar Press Review 
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[Editorial Report} 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC To ‘Cow’ Blacks for Support— If anybody thought 
that African National Congress (ANC) Vice President 
Nelson Mandela was going to be “the voice of modera- 
tion” on his release he was “sadly mistaken,” claims 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 14 March in 
its page 6 editorial. THE CITIZEN believes the ANC 
will seek, “by violence and intimidation, to cow Blacks 
into supporting it.” The ANC will also try to take over 
the country through “destabilisation, via protest 
marches, stayaways, defiance of existing laws and mobil- 
isation of the masses.”” However, “all the sympathy and 
goodwill” that greeted Mandela on his emergence from 
prison are being “steadily eroded.” 


THE STAR 


Need for ‘Cordial’ RSA-Namibian Relations—‘‘In con- 
trast to the ‘red flag over Windhoek’ bogy cultivated for 
decades by Pretoria, [the Republic of] South Africa 
[RSA] acquires a neighbour operating as a multi-party 
democracy with guaranteed human rights,” claims a 
page 14 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 20 March. “It will be to the distinct advantage of both 
Pretoria and Windhoek to keep their relations cordial.” 


RSA Begins Economic Reconstruction—A second edito- 
rial on the same page affirms thai the government’s new 
upliftment fund and its “shift of emphasis from security 
to social services” in the budget “mark the start of South 
Africa’s economic reconstruction.” “It will not entirely 
satisfy black demand or silence nationalisation talk, but 
the sum is big enough to signal change and make people 
sit up and take note.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Private Enterprise in Opponents’ Hands—‘‘The future of 
private enterprise in South Africa is not in the hands oi 
its supporters but of its opponents,” warns Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 20 March in a page 6 
editorial. Until the supporters of private enterprise 
address that issue by “tackling the concerns of the 
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supporters of socialism and nationalism, the future of 
the free market here is very much in doubt.” Therefore, 
South Africa’s free market economists “need to confront 
the ANC with detailed comparative scenarios showing 
what socialism and capitalism would mean for South 
Africa in terms of economic growth, earnings, employ- 
ment, social services and any other measure of success 
for those at the bottom of the pile.” 


ANC Presents Negotiations Stumbling Blocks—ANC 
Secretary General Alfred Nzo told an OAU meeting the 
South African Government “still could not be trusted,” 
and the international community “shouid not be hood- 
winked by latest developments,” notes a second editorial 
on the same page. African nations are likely to follow the 
ANC’s calls to maintain isolation and sanctions “though 
the logic of doing so is wearing thin.”” BUSINESS DAY 
believes that “for a change, it is not Pretoria but its 
opponents who seem to be presenting the stumbling 
blocks.”” 


SOWETAN 


Emergency Not Response to Violence—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 20 March in a page 6 editorial 
says the current violence in the black areas “cannot be 
explained away in the usual glib fashion,” since it is “too 
widespread and the apparent causes are as varied as the 
incidents.”’ “Could it be the uncertainty about the coun- 
try’s future? Could it be that State President F.W. de 
Klerk is not convincing the back community about his 
intentions to turn this country into a democracy?” 
Whatever it is the government “needs to look beyond 
just imposing a State of Emergency and rushing the 
troops in.” 


TRANSVALER 


Special Fund Important Step—An editorial on page 8 of 
the Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans of 16 
March notes: “The government took an important and 
understandable step by creating the special fund to wipe 
out a variety of backlogs in certain communities brought 
about, among others, by job reservation and restrictions 
on ownership of property.” “Such backlogs in the black 
community are certainly not totally ascribed to apart- 
heid laws. But these did contribute to a considerable 
degree, and are a useful tool when attacking the free 
enterprise system which the government wishes to 
expand on behalf of all of society. It is precisely with the 
survival of free enterprise in mind that the government 
must reach out a helping hand to those communities 
which can most easily become the prey of the African 
National Congress’ Marxist-tinted policies.” 


DIE BURGER 


Budget Emphasis on Education—‘One of the important 
characteristics of Wednesday’s budget is the high pri- 
ority given to education by the government,” states a 
page 18 editorial on the Cape Town DIE BURGER in 
Afrikaans of 16 March. “Education for all groups got the 
largest allocation of all, namely 19 percent of the 
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budget.” “The reasons for this are self-evident. The best 
way to ensure that neglected groups get a larger share of 
the country’s economy is to equip them as well as 
possible, through education, for when they enter the 
labor market.” ““The serious problems being experienced 
by the African National Congress leaders in trying to 
persuade black pupils to continue their education is the 
tragic result of a short-sighted policy of making black 
schools the violent battlefields of the revolutionary 
struggle, with slogans like ‘liberation before education’. 
Unless black leaders also make a significant contribution 
in restoring order in education, the danger exists that the 
government’s good intentions will continue to be 
thwarted. By insisting on the armed struggle these 
leaders cannot expect to influence the black youth's 
attitudes toward education.” 


THE NAMIBIAN 


DTA’s Riruako’s Resignation ‘Forced’ on Him—Editor 
Gwen Lister writes in her “Political Perspective” 
column on page 6 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in 
English on 16 March that Herero Chief Riruako’s resig- 
nation as Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA) presi- 
dent was “undoubtedly forced upon him.” DTA 
Chairman Dirk Mudge has “realised” that “his people in 
the Constituent Assembly (which is soon to become the 
national parliament) are no match for their SWAPO 
{South-West African People’s Organization] brothers 
and sisters. Riruako is the first to fall victim to the new 
DTA strategy for its opposition politics; there will 
undoubtedly be more.” 


TIMES OF NAMIBIA 


Criticism of Invitation to Kenyan Contingent—The 
“motive” behind SWAPO President Nujoma’s invita- 
tion to the Kenyan contingent from the United Nations 
Transition Assistance Group “not merely to stay behind, 
but to increase their presence” is “not clear,” claims the 
page 2 editorial in Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA in 
English on 13 March. “Aspects of the invitation, the 
autocratic manner in which it was made known, the 
questionable legality, and the potential insensivity of the 
matter, all spoke against the proclaimed spirit of recon- 
ciliation.” TIMES OF NAMIBIA opposes having 
‘“‘armed foreigners” around who are “unused to a multi- 
party democracy with a rule of law.” 


THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 


Namibia's ‘Greater Need’ for Walvis Bay—The page 2 
editorial in Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVER- 
TISER in English on 13 March notes that it “would be 
stupid” of South Africa to “rid itself of Walvis Bay.”” But 
““what’s fair is fair, Namibia has perhaps a much greater 
need for Walvis Bay.” THE WINDHOEK ADVER- 
TISER reminds those people who clai that Walvis Bay 
will not be given to South Africa that “as far back as 
1966 the late Dr. H.F. Verwoerd, then Prime Minister of 
the RSA, used the same terminology in Windhoek 
regarding South-West Africa. Today Namibia belongs to 
us.” 
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Editorial on Nationalization Failure—The page 2 edito- 
rial in Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in 
English on 16 March comments on the issue of nation- 
alization, saying “all over the world nationalisation, 
being part and parcel of Communism, has failed.”’ “Let 
us rather collectively ‘nationalise’ the economy of our 
country. Positive involvement by the trade unions espe- 
cially, will stimulate our tottering economy.” 


* Joe Slovo Discusses Future of Negotiations 


34000468 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 16-22 Feb 90 p 4 


[Report on interview with general-secretary of the South 
African Communist Party Joe Slovo by Gaye Davis] 


[Text] Joe Slovo, secretary-general of the South African 
Communist Party [SACP], uses the following analogy to 
rebuff accusations that the African National Congress 
[ANC] is showing less than due gratitude for State 
President FW de Klerk’s recent moves: 


“When a man has been consistently battering his wife, he 
shouldn’t expect a bouquet of roses from her the 
morning after he promises to stop... 


“What have they really done? They've stopped battering 
us in the extreme way the did before, but beyond that, 
where are we?” 


In Slovo’s view, not very far. For one thing, he considers 
the ANC and the SACP, in real terms, to be not even 
half-way to where they were when the state’s battering 
sent them underground 40 years ago. 


Since then, he says, ““we’ve been in the wilderness—and 
we don’t see the promised land yet”. 


The long years of exile—during which his wife, Ruth 
First, was killed by a parcel bomb in Maputo in 1982—at 
times “seemed interminable”. 


“What kept us going was the reality that most of thuse 
with whom we worked at top levels during the 1960s 
were incarcerated, and that our task outside was to try 
and get things going again.” 


What sustained him was commitment—on the personal 
as well as the political level: in London during the “early 
days” he kept on his wall a photograph of Nelson 
Mandela with Walter Sisulu. 


“Everytime a feeling of tiredness overcame me, I would 
look at that picture and it would all disappear.” 


As Slovo, once seen as the arch-enemy of the South 
African government, spoke in Lusaka this week, an 
SABC television crew was filming interviews with ANC 
officials at the movement's headquarters—an event once 
deemed inconceivable by both sides, now a measure of a 
new commitment. But words, even if they open up acres 
of once forbidden political space, do not necessarily 
remove fences. 
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Thus while both the ANC and the SACP intend 
resuming above-ground activity, strengthening their 
decades-old alliance and becoming “what we've always 
wanted to become—a legal political force with the night 
to contest for a following in the normal democratic way,” 
the way ahead is marked with “proceed with caution” 
signs. 


And De Klerk—“‘less of a street-fighter than his prede- 
cessors, and more realistic about the urgency of finding a 
solution”—is just one factor in a complex equation 
according to Slovo. 


“He’s embarked on a policy of finding new ways to 
retain as much as he feels able of white privilege. But 
having been forced to adopt new means of achieving this, 
he has created—without necessarily designing it—new 
space, new chemistry. 


“In a sense South Africa after February 2 will never be 
the same again: not because De Klerk has transformed it 
but because, objectively, it has been transformed.” 


Progress, according to Slovo, will depend not so much on 
what De Klerk does but “by the pressure which is 
maintained on the ground by the people inside and by 
the international community.” 


But neither the ANC nor the SACP could be expected to 
emerge as a finished product at a legal level in 40 hours. 
A certain degree of wariness is required: it is not written 
in the stars that things will continue smoothly. 


“De Klerk’s speech is only 10 days old and already we've 
seen a rightwing backlash and the police showing their 
readiness to massacre people. 


“Our re-emergence must accommodate many factors. 
We should not become too euphoric and act as if the 
political atmosphere has been normalised. 


‘We're far trom the stage where a legal party can operate 
in confidence that the democratic process and the rules 
of the game will be adhered to either by the government 
or certain sections of the security forces,’ Slovo said. 


Our timetable is not that of (Minister of Constitutional 
Development, Gerrit) Viljoen’s, who sees 10 years 
passing before a National Party government disappears. 
Our timescale is tomorrow, but one’s got to be realistic 
whether one can achieve that. 


“We don’t see the negotiation process as a business 
exchange—what emerges from it will depend on the 
clout of the people. So the struggle won't be called off 
just because of the prospect of negotiations looming 
ahead. 


“You can’t go to a negotiating table pointing a gun, but 
you've got to keep it over your shoulder.” 
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Until the government accepted the terms of the Harare 
Declaration—the ANC’s blueprint for creating condi- 
tions for talks, endorsed by the organisation of African 
Unity and the United Nations—“We’'re not going to be 
at a negotiating table”. 


“We've set out our conditions clearly and they've got to 
be complied with for the atmosphere to be created for 
genuine negotiations to begin.” 


And unless what was put on the table amounted to “an 
exchange on the process of moving, at speed, towards a 
united democratic South Africa then I don’t think the 
table will lead to any results at the end of the day.” 


For Slovo, the crunch issue is the economic one. He 
reads the government’s insistence on “group rights” as 
little more than a euphemism for virtually all the wealth 
of the country remaining in white hands. 


“| have the feeling that if they were assured we wouldn't 
touch any of the white economic privileges we'd be there 
next month, in a majority rule situation. 


“From our point of view there can be no liberation 
without economic liberation, and I’m not talking about 
socialism—yet. If they’re going to dig in on the issue of 
entrenching the status quo in relation to the economy, 
and hold on to what they have, then I’m afraid aluta 
continua.” 


While the SACP went further than the ANC in believing 
the only rational way for South African society to be run 
was along social democratic lines, the question of a 
socialist future could “be settled in debate rather than in 
the streets—if we achieve a genuine democratic society”. 


The party still sees itself as the vanguard of the strug- 
gle—but not in the old, entrenched way: “we don’t 
believe we have a natural right to lead workers. We must 
be the vanguard not by law but through social mobilisa- 
tion and acceptance. If we can't achieve that, we’ve no 
right to represent them in any kind of power structure.” 


Support for the party within South Africa was “virtually 
impossible to quantify”. 


But Slovo attributes the groundswell of support for 
socialism in recent years—measured by SACP banners 
flying at virtually every political demonstration since the 
1984-1987 uprisings—more to a negative reaction to 
“the depredations of racial capitalism”. 


“It’s not difficult in South Africa for the ordinary person 
to see the link between capitalism and racist exploita- 
tion, and when one sees the link one immediately thinks 
in terms of a socialist alternative.” 


It didn’t necessarily follow, however, that socialism was 
‘a finished image in the minds of all those who shout the 
slogans.” 
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“It’s our task as a party to educate and explain, to 
transform the vague slogan into a fully understood 
concept—which we try constantly to do.” 


Likewise, the context in which the ANC and SACP 
understood negotiations had to be clarified and 
explained to people who saw a contradiction in terms 
between “negotiations” and “the struggle”. 


For Slovo, the crisis faced by socialism in Eastern 
Europe arose because of a yawning chasm which devel- 
oped between socialism and democracy, “understand- 
ably so”. 


In his view, these “negative distortions” are not inherent 
in socialist doctrine but are the result of “the perversion 
of what I understood to be socialism. 


“We had partly moved away from these distortions long 
before the explosions which took place in Eastern 
Europe—but we still have a great deal to learn from such 
failures.” 


Socialism’s failure in Eastern bloc countries is also likely 
to affect the support—both material and moral—the 
ANC has so far enjoyed, as they turn their attention on 
their own problems rather than those of far-distant 
liberation movements. 


Hungary's invitation to South African foreign minister 
Pik Botha indicates, for Slovo, that “the transformations 
which are taking place could lead to a different posture”. 


But in the case of the Soviet Union, there was “no 
evidence whatsoever” that support would end. 


* Positive Aspects of Nationalization Assessed 


34000472A Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 16-22 Feb 90 pp 18-19, 20 


[Article by Alan Hirsch: “The Acceptable Face of Pos- 
sible Nationalization” ] 


[Text] If nothing else, the flurry on the stock-market and 
on world minerals markets in response to Nelson Man- 
dela’s statements on nationalisation indicates the shal- 
lowness of the approach of investors or their advisors. 
Why should they have expected that Mandela would 
depart from African National Congress [ANC] policy on 
this or any other major issue? 


Perhaps the stock-market had believed government prc . 
paganda, put out to justify its changed position and to 
protect itself against the far right, that Mandela was 
departing from ANC policy and took a more centrist 
position. 


Since his release, Mandela has confirmed that he did not 
enter negotiations with the government about the shape 
of the country’s future; only about conditions under 
which negotiations could take place. Mandela has been 
notably insistent about his accountability to the ANC 
and its democratic processes. 
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Nevertheless, many might find it difficult to understand 
wt.y Mandela has adopted such a firm and unambiguous 
position on the nationalisation of the mines, banks, and 
monopoly firms. 


It is probably easier to understand why Joe Slovo, 
general secretary of the South African Communist Party, 
has adopted a more conciliatory position. In an inter- 
view on BBC television two weeks ago, Slovo referred 
apologetically to the idea of a “socialist utopia, if such a 
thing exists.” 


More recently he is reported to have called for the whole 
issue of nationalisation to be the subject of negotiations. 
While he acknowledged that any democratic government 
would need to address the issue of redistribution, this 
did not mean that sectors of the economy had to be 
nationalised. He is also reported as saying that if land 
was redistributed it did not mean all white-owned land 
would be confiscated, or that former owners would not 
be compensated. 


Siovo’s reported statements reflect the SACP [South 
African Communist Party]’s new position on the crisis in 
the USSR and Eastern Europe, which backs economic 
reform and a multi-party political system. It is a timely 
shift in position for the SACP, for it comes just as the 
possibility of real political negotiations enters the pic- 
ture. Fifteen years ago it didn’t really matter if Slovo 
favoured the free market or the dictatorship of the 
peasantry and the proletariat. 


Today Slovo, the communist, seems to offer a more 
flexible position on the economy than Mandela, the 
democratic nationalist with socialist sympathies. 


But are Mandela’s ideas on nationalisation 30 years out 
of date, and simply a reiteration of an old policy, now 
under review? Perhaps there are still good reasons why a 
political leader might reassert the right of the state to 
intervene powerfully in the economy on behalf of the 
mass of the people. 


Calls for economic justice are very high up on the list of 
demands of many black South Africans. Individual trade 
unions and the Congress of South African Trade Unions, 
as the major representative body, have constantly 
pushed an uncompromising socialist position which 
appears to resonate very strongly with their members. 


Workers do not need to be told that the South African 
economy is one of the most highly monopolised in the 
world, and that the power to allocate economic resources 
is currently held in a very small number of white hands 
in the private and public sectors. 


It is worth noting that when Stellenbosch economist 
Attie de Vries recently told a conference that it was 
imperative to “privatise the private sector,” a Chamber 
of Commerce officer responded in an offended and 
incompre!.ending way. As De Vries implied, the white 
monopoly of economic power in the private sector 
remains a major obstacle to equitable economic growth. 
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It could also be argued that the reaction to Neison 
Mandela’s statement is an over-the-top as many recent 
responses to the economic crisis of Eastern Europe. The 
economies of Poland, Hungary and so on are now 
portrayed as devastated wastelands, testimonies to the 
failure of command economies in general and of nation- 
alisation in particular. 


't is forgotten that in the early post-war decades Eastern 
Europe grew far more rapidly than Western Europe, and 
that when communist regimes seized power in the late 
1940s, most Eastern European countries were the 
exhausted economic colonies of their neighbours East 
and West. 


To suggest, as many have, that the rapidly growing 
economies of the Far East can attribute their success 
simply to the free market, is less than accurate. 


Japan’s development in the 1950s and 1960s was 
directed to a large extent by powerful government min- 
istries and a by state-owned investment bank. 


South Korea’s rapid growth was based on planned 
expansion in the state-owned energy industry, and on 
public enterprises operating in steel and other metal 
industries, and the Korean government set unusually 
strict conditions on foreign investment. In recent 
decades, the Indian economy has achieved steady growth 
on a diet of widespread state intervention. 


Perhaps the ANC will nationalise some enterprises when 
they come to power, perhaps they won't. 


Perhaps the government of a new South Africa will find 
more subtle and efficient ways of guiding economic 
growth and the redistribution of wealth. 


Undoubtedly, the ANC needs to think carefully about 
economic policy—much more carefully than when the 
prospects of power were faint. In the meantime, why 
shouldn't Nelson Mandela reassert the desire of his 
supporters, as expressed in the Freedom Charter, for 
decisive intervention in the economy on their behalf? 


* Coal, Steel Industries Await End of Sanctions 


34000472B Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 16-22 Feb 90 p 19 


[Article by Ann Friedman] 


[Text] Coal and steel are two industries which will be 
watching political developments carefully in coming 
months. 


Both were severely affected by the imposition of sanc- 
tions in 1985 and 1986. And although they have found 
new export markets, they are hoping the lifting of sanc- 
tions will allow expansion and/or improve profits in the 
medium to long term. 


For steel producers, higher exports could mean they 
could expand capacity. The coal mines, on the other 
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hand, hope for higher prices—they have had to increase 
exports by lowering prices, offering a “political dis- 
count” on their coal. 


Highveld Steel chairman Leslie Boyd said this week: 
“The far-reaching announcements made by State Presi- 
dent FW de Klerk at the opening of parliament will not 
only have a positive impact on the South African 
economy, but should also lead ultimately to the lifting of 
sanctions and the reopening of Highveld’s steel markets 
in North America and the EEC.” 


Anglo American’s Highveld, South Africa’s second 
largest steel producer after Iscor, increased its after-tax 
profits for the year ended December by a whopping 165 
percent to R322-million, in large part as a result of 
export earnings from steel and particularly from vana- 
dium. More than 60 percent of Highveld’s sales of 
R1.6-billion in 1989 came from exports. 


Vanadium has not been affected by South Africa’s polit- 
ical status in the world as it is regarded as strategic by 
most countries. Highveld produces 40 percent of the 
world’s vanadium and so can set its own terms. 


But with sanctions, the South African steel industry lost 
access—at least officially—to what were at the time its 
most important markets in the United States and 
Europe. 


Since then it has found new markets, particularly in the 
Far East, in a context in which the world market for steel 
has been growing rapidly. Last year it reached a record 
791-milliow tons, 9-million higher than in 1988. 


Thanks to exports and strong domestic sales, Highveld’s 
rolling mills and iron and steel plants were running at full 
capacity last year. A one percent downturn in the world 
steel market is expected this year, as is a slowdown in the 
domestic market. But Highveld is still looking healthy. 


So is Iscor, which is due to release its interim results next 
month, the first since it was privatised in November. 
Analysts expect the corporation, which produces more 
than three quarters of South Africa’s steel, to be on target 
to meet its forecast 20 percent growth in earnings for the 
year. 


So it seems that, if sanctions were to be lifted, the South 
African industry would have to be looking at increasing 


capacity. 


This might be the case for the coal industry too. But what 
coal producers want most is higher export prices. The 
“political discount” varies from country to country, but 
is as high as 10 to 20 percent on ruling market prices. 


Their ability to increase volumes immediately would be 
limited, because the bulk of coal exports go through the 
Richards Bay Coal Terminal. At the moment it can 
move 44-million tons a year, although it is increasing 
capacity to 48-million tons. It has plans to raise this still 
further to 53-million tons, assuming export prospects 
improve. 
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But if political developments did change the sanctions 
scenario, this would not necessarily affect the South 
African industry immediately—coal contracts with the 
big buyers (particularly the public utilities such as Entel 
in Italy, the equivalent of our Eskom) are negotiated for 
a year in advance. Contracts with European buyers have 
already been concluded for this year. Negotiations with 
the Japanese are due at the end of this month. 


Three countries which specifically imposed sanctions on 
South African coal were Denmark, France and the 
US—together they had accounted for one quarter of the 
country’s exports prior to 1986. In several other coun- 
tries, state-owned public utility companies stopped 
buying South African coal. Japan was an important 
market and became more so after 1986. But that coun- 
try’s Ministry of Trade and Industry (MITI) froze 
imports from South Africa at 1987 levels in money 
terms. This has meant export tonnages to Japan have 
dropped. 


Japanese buyers showed some enthusiasm following De 
Klerk’s speech, enquiring about options to increase their 
tonnages, according to Trans Natal Coal chairman Brian 
Gilbertson. But it’s not clear that any of this will affect 
export prospects—Gilbertson is cautious. 


But the fact that South African coal mines have been 
successful in finding new export markets was highlighted 
by Trans Natal’s interim results, released last week. 


Bottom line profits, et R56.9-million for the six months 
to December, vere 113 percent higher than in the same 
period in 1988. “This increase is due largely to an 
increase in sales revenue, mainly because of higher 
export volu.nes, improved dollar prices and a weaker 
rand/dollar exchange rate,’ said parent company 
Genmin (Gencor mining). Exports of 5.1-million tons 
made up one third of total tons sold, compared to 26 
percent for 1988. 


Trans Natal is the most export-dependent of the coal 
mining houses—and has therefore been most vulnerable 
to sanctions. Anglo American Coal (Amcoal) and Rand 
Mines’ Witbank Collieries have much higher domestic 
sales, most of this to Eskom. 


Trans Natal’s fortunes plummeted in 1987 and 1988. 
This was not only due to falling exports but to problems 
in the structure of the company. 


And for South Africa’s coal industry, sanctions in that 
period simply exacerbated the situation on world coal 
markets, where there was oversupply. But markets have 
since swung into balance. 


Coal export volumes dropped from over 45-million tons 
in 1986 to 42.5-million tons in 1987. They then 
increased by one ; *rcent to 43-million in 1988. 


South African coal producers t90 have found new mar- 
kets in the East and South East Asia. A significant 
amount of South African coal is also said to travel to 
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Eastern Europe, although this trade goes through mid- 
diemen and predates sanctions. 


* Bleak Future Predicted for Motor Industry 


34000472C Johannesburg T41E WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 16-22 Feb 90 p 2 


[Article by Kurt Jensen: “Motor Industry's Misfortunes 
Move Into ‘90s"] 


{Text} South Africa’s motor industry in the 1980s was hit 
by a recession which industry sources have described as 
the longest and harshest in its history. 


From 20 manutacturers operating in the industry 
employing some 48,000 people in 1982, there are now 
only seven passenger vehicle manufacturers left, 
employing just over 31,000 people. 


And the tale of woe tor the industry is likely to continue 
into the 1990s. with only rampant car price increases 
keeping the manufacturers out of the red. 


Commenting on the turbulent 1980s, the National Asso- 
ciation of Automobile Manufacturers recently said 
motor manufacturers had probably lost all the profits 
they ever made in their lifetimes during the decade. 


Total vehicle sales reached a peak of 450,000 units in 
1981, but since then the industry has stumbled from one 
disastrous year to another, under the weight of negative 
political and economic factors. 


Sales slumped steadily hitting a low of 250,000 in 1986. 
By then the damage had been done. 


Many leading manufacturers had joined the disinvest- 
ment wave, notably the American giants General Motors 
and Ford, which sold out to local companies. 


The French were among the first to leave, although 
recent speculation indicates that the privately owned 
Peugeot-Citroen group and state-controlled Renault, are 
waiting for the right political atmosphere to return to the 
country 


With disinvestment came the plunging rand, which 
pushed up the cost of spares, particularly those denom- 
inated in Yen and Deutschemark. 


Finally, despite the lay-off of over 10,000 people, the 
wage bill kept rising as the National Union of Metal- 
workers waged a successful campaign to improve the 
lives and working conditions of its members. 


Since 1986 the heavily rationalised industry has man- 
aged to keep 11s head above water but has relied mainly 
on hefty price increases and a bouyant black taxi market 
to do so. 


1989 epitomised this trend. Soaring car prices helped 
South Africa’s seven motor manufacturers boost their 
turnover by almost 25 percent last year, although unii 
sales showed a further decrease. 
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Analysts estimate the industry's turnover jumped from 
R10.6-billion in 1988 to R13.2-billion last year. 


The major contribution to this improvement has been 
the steep rise in car prices as total vehicle sales over the 
year declined slightly by 4,268 units to 353,620. 


New car sales for 1989 amounted to 222,351 units, a 
drop of 3.5 percent compared with sales in 1988. 


Econometrix analyst, Tony Twine, estimates that the 
consumer price index for the motor sector rose by 26 
percent last year, while the price of an average car surged 
from about R29,500 to over R34,000. 


Against this background profits of the manufacturers 
received a significant boost last year. 


Most manufacturers do not provide details of their 
financial performance but analysts, using an average 
profit margin on about 5.5 percent of turnover estimate 
that the companies have netted about R600-million in 
1989—up to 20 percent higher than the previous year. 


However, the picture looks less optimistic this year. 


For one, unit sales are expected to show a far more 
significant decline this year than in 1989. 


Already fourth quarter new car sales were down 8.6 
percent compared to fourth quarter sales in 1988, and in 
December monthly car sales fell to their lowest in over 
two-and-a-half years. 


Naamsa estimates total vehicle sales could decline by 
over five percent to about 335,000 units, while new car 
sales could fall from last year’s 22,351 to 210,000 units 


“Prevailing high financing costs, the slowdown in the 
economy coupled with a fall in aggregate domestic 
spending, are all expected to impact adversely on the 
industry's short to medium term prospects,” Naamsa 
said in a statement accompanying the latest sales figures. 


This is supported by recent Bureau for Economic 
Research figures, which forecasts that spending on motor 
vehicles 1s likely to drop by 11 percent this year. 


Car sales are usually the first to be influenced by a 
slowdown in consumer spending anc would already have 
fallen by far greater numbers, had the corporate sector 
not sprung to their rescue. 


Cost pressures on the manufacturers are also likely to 
surge. 


“The overhead contribution per unit rises alarmingly 
when the market is in a downturn, impacting directly on 
profit margins,” says Twine, adding that labour costs in 
particular could once again exceed the inflation rate. 


Imported cost pressures are likely to be more moderate, 
particularly for Japanese parts, which make up the bulk 
of imported commodities, but could increase in terms of 
Deutschemark and Sterling. 
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The industry 1s once again expected to make up for this 
shortfall by raising prices, but the scope of the increases 
is limited given the fragile financial state of consumers. 


Twine estimates prices could rise by up to 18 percent this 
year, while Naamsa itself forecasts increases of between 
12 and 14 percent. A spokesman for Toyota Marketing 
adds, however, that the figure of 14 percent depends 
largely on the stability of the Rand exchange rate. 


A big question mark also hangs over the impact of Phase 
VI of the local content programme on the industry. 


According to the programme, cars are required to have a 
local content value of 75 percent by 1997. To meet this, 
many manufacturers will have to make huge investments 
in new plants or refurbish old ones. Many analysts fear 
the end result will once again be a hefty increase in retail 
prices. 


* Report: Population Outstripping Job Supply 
34000472D Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 16-22 Feb 90 p 20 


[Text] The number of jobs in the productive sectors of 
South Africa’s economy increased by only 19,000 during 
the 1980s, while the economically active population, 
excluding the TBVC [Transkei, Bophuthatswana, 
Venda, Ciskei] countries, grew by 2.5-million people to 
10.7-million. 


The figures are supplied in the laiest Nedhank Guide to 
the Economy, which adds, however, that the growth of 
government countered this trend to some extent, pro- 
viding employment for an additional 308,000 people. 
But this was partially offset by a 65,000 decline in South 
African Transport Services and Posts. 


In the productive sector, mining employment declined 
from 715,000 in 1980 to 704,000 by August 1989. 
Manufacturing employment declined but by August last 
year was back to the 1980 level of i.46-million people. 
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Employment in construction peaked in the early 1980s 
at 447,000 but declined to 417,000 by last year. 


During the 1990s the situation is likely to worsen, 
because there is likely to be no significant increase in 
either government or productive sectoy employment. 
says Nedcor economist Edward Osborn. 


“Although there could be a steady expansion of employ- 
ment growth in the private service sectors, there ts 
unlikely to be an alleviating burgeoning of the govern- 
ment sector as in the 1980s.” 


Looking at the outlook for the manufacturing sector for 
this year, Nedcor economist Kevin Lings forecasts real 
growth for the sector of 1.5 percent, compared to an 
estimated 2.5 to 3 percent last year and 6 percent in 
1988. 


Manufacturing production was 4.5 percent lower in the 
third quarter of 1989 than in the same period in 1988, 
while average employment for the first half of the year 
was almost 3,500 down on the last half of 1988. 


But Lings notes industries within manufacturing vary 
considerably on their sensitivity to business cycle condi- 
tions. The food industry is the most stable, while the 
motor vehicle manufacturers are highly sensitive to the 
ups and downs of the business cycle. Other “highly 
sensitive” industries include textiles, furniture, transport 
equipment and electrical machinery. Industries in this 
category make up a quarter of total manufacturing 
output, and could experience very low or even negative 
real growth in 1990. 


Industries of “average sensitivity” include iron and steel, 
metal and plastic products, printing and publishing. 
Some industries in this category have already experi- 
enced substantial falls in production of up to 10 percent. 


“Relatively stable” industries include food, footwear, 
bx verages, leather, paper and other chemical products. 
Th *se industries, which together make up 37.5 percent of 
tot! manufacturing output, should show steady growth 
in the coming year. 
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Angola 


UNITA Reportedly Attacks Cuban Unit 17 Mar 


MB1903194290 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] We begin this news bulletin with a Defense 
Ministry communique, received at our news desk today. 


The Ministry of Defense of the People’s Republic of 
Angola would like to inform national and international 
public opinion that the UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] gangsters have unfortu- 
nately once agaia attacked Cuban forces in blatant 
disrespect for the New York agreements. 


UNITA elements on 17 March attacked a resupply 
column of Cuban forces along the (Lungonzo-Lueque) 
route, 15 km east of Lungonzo, killing one and wounding 
three other Cuban Revolutionary Armed Forces soldiers. 


UNITA’s armed action, north of the 13th parallel, con- 
travenes all that was agreed upon, i: cluding the promises 
made by its own leader recently ~ hen a similar attack 
(?took place) in Benguela Provincy This provocative 
action, with serious consequences for the process of the 
withdrawal of Cuban internationalists and pacification 
in our country, demonstrates that we cannot at any time 
expect UNITA to fulfill its words or promise. 


The Defense Ministry alerts national and international 
public opinion to this, yet another of UNITA's irrespon- 
sible actions against Cuban armed forces with negative 
consequences for the peace process [words indistinct] 
southern region of our continent. 


UNITA Confirms Attack 


MB2003053290 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[Excerpts] A communique issued by Angola's Ministry 
of Defense in Luands yesterday and cited by LUSA says 
that a Cuban soldier was killed and three others 
wounded in an attack carried out by UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] north of 
the 13th parallel on Saturday [17 March]. [passage 
omitted] 


UNITA has confirmed the attack in a communique 
issued in Lisbon. 


Shevardnadze: ‘Well Impressed’ With Luanda Talks 


MB2003064 190 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[Text] Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
left Luanda for Zambia yesterday as part of a 24-hour 
visit to our country. 


Earlier, the Soviet foreign minister was received by 
Angolan President Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 
with whom he discussed issues relating to the internal 
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peace plan as well as the southern African situation and 
international affairs. At the end of their meeting She- 
vardnadze reiterated his findings that the Angolan 
leaders are interested in a peaceful solution to the 
conflict, and he encouraged them to pursue efforts aimed 
a! fulfilling the peace plan. 


Speaking at 4 February Airport, he said that he was well 
impressed with his talks with the Angolan leaders, during 
which he had the opportunity to hold detailed discus- 
sions on the prospects of (?joint) political, economic, and 
commercial relations. 


From Zambia, the Soviet diplomat will travel to 
Namibia, where he will attend that country’s proclama- 
tion of independence. 


Mozaiabique 


Chissano Departs Lusaka for Windhoek Celebrations 


MB2003075790 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0S00 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano leaves Lusaka for 
Windhoek today to take part in Namibia's independence 
celebrations. Most of the guests invited for the procla- 
mation of independence are also scheduled to arrive in 
the Namibian capital today. UN Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar arrived yesterday and will swear 
in Sam Nujoma as Namibia's first president. 


In the Zambian capital yesterday, the Mozambican head 
of state attended a meeting of the OAU ad hoc com- 
mittee on southern Africa. The meeting adopted the 
Lusaka Declaration, which states that Namibia's inde- 
pendence is the triumph of the collective will of the 
United Nations and the international community, which 
created the necessary conditions to implement Resolu- 
tion 435. The document reiterates that Walvis Bay is an 
integral part of Namibia. 


The declaration underlines that however important they 
may be, the changes in South Africa have not fully met 
the conditions set out in the Harare Declaration. It notes 
that the state of emergency and other repressive legisla- 
tion are still in force in South Africa, that many political 
prisoners have not yet been freed, and that the Army has 
still not been withdrawn from the black townships. 


The Lusaka Declaration, which was adopted by the ad 
hoc committee on southern Africa, hails the efforts made 
by the Mozambican and Angolan Governments in search 
of peace. 
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Namibia 
World Leaders Arrive for Independence Celebrations 


UN's Pevez de Cuellar Arrives 


MB1903160390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1555 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Windhoek March 19 SAPA—The secretary gen- 
eral of the United Nations, Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
has landed at Windhoek airport. 


He will preside over the handing over of the territory to 
an independent government on Tuesday [20 March} 
night when South Africa formally relinquishes control of 
the former German colony. 


Perez de Cuellar Meets Press 


MB1903164790 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1635 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[By Neil Lewis] 


[Text] Windhoek March 19 SAPA—The world’s number 
one diplomat, United Nations Secretary-General Dr 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, touched down in Namibia on 
Monday evening and immediately expressed satisfaction 
with the independence process. 


Looking unruffled after his flight from New York, a 
beaming Dr Perez de Cuellar, dressed in a dark grey suit, 
expressed pleasure at returning to the territory 


Addressing a brief press conference, the U'N cinef exec- 
utive praised Namibia's national reconciliation, saying 
the people had taken the example of President-Designate 
Mr Sam Nujoma who had appealed for unity across the 
board. 


“It will be my great privilege to swear in Namibia's first 
president. It is a part of realisation of a dream that the 
United Nations has held since its early day. 


“The celebration of Namibia's independence is a major 
source of pride to the UN.” he told the gathering. 


Welcoming the UN secretary general, Namibia's foreign 
muinister-designate, Mr Theo-Ben Gurirab, said Namib- 
ians were thankful for the major role played by the world 
body. 


He pointed out that the community of nations was 
primarily responsible for the country gaining its inde- 
pendence. 


Dr Perez de Cuellar is scheduled to hold brief meetings 
with senior South African and Namibian officials, 
including Mr Nujoma, during the course of the night. 


Meanwhile, several top representatives from world coun- 
tries Continues to stream into the country—scheduled to 
be the youngest independent nation at midnight on 
Tuesday. 
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A cargo aircraft offloaded several motorcylces and three 
vehicles thought to be for the use of some African leaders 
when they arrive. 


U.S. Baker Arrives 19 Mar 


MB1I903174890 Johinnesburg SAPA in Enelish 
1737 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[By Neil Lewis] 


[Excerpts] Windhoek March 19 SAPA—As thousands of 
Namubians on Monday [19 March] began descending on 
Windhoek to witness the birth of their republic, a steady 
stream of international guests headed by the worlds chief 
diplomat, UN Secretary General, Dr Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, arrived to grant the fledgling territory world 
Status. [passage omitted] 


U.S. Secretary of State Mr James Baker also touched 
down at the Windhoek airport on Monday night, and 
was immediately whisked off from the airport tarmac in 
a cavalcade with four outriders to the U.S. Observer 
Mission in the city. Mr Baker did not address the large 
media presence, but 1s scheduled to hold several press 
conferences during his stay in the new state. His entou- 
rage of 57 was whisked off from the airport in five 
mini-buses. 


Although a meeting between Mr Baker and ANC 
[African National Congress] Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela is on the cards here in Namibia, the date and 
time have not been finalised. [passage omitted] 


The presence of Baker and British foreign minister, Mr 
Douglas Hurd, will also afford them a chance to jointly | 
further cajole South Africa [SA] away from racial dis- 
crimination. 


It 1s understood Mr Buker will also use the opportunity 
for talks with Angolan President Eduardo dos Santos 
with the view to ending the interceine warfare with 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola]. 


Mr F.W. de Klerk arrives in the former colony on 
Tuesday [20 March] morning and wili hold talks with a 
host of local and world leaders before lowering the SA 
flag to indicate Namibia's entry into the world commu- 
nity of nations. 


However, Mr Baker is to hold separate talks later in the 
week with Mr de Klerk on South African soil. 


Windhoek Radio Reports Arrivals 
MB1903193190 Windhoek Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1900 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] A U.S. delegation led by Secretary of State James 
Baker arrived at Windhoek airport this evening at about 
1900. 


The delegation left ‘or Windhoek immediately. 
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UN Secretary General Dr. Javier Perez de Cuellar also 
arived .n Namubua earlier this evening. 


The (?acting) [words indistinct] Soviet mission [words 
indistinct] confirmed to the Namibian Broadcasting 
Corporation that the official Soviet delegation led by 
Eduaid Shevardnadze is expected in Windhoek 
tomorrow afternoon. 


USSR Envoy on Shevardnadze Visit 


MP1903 192390 Jchannesburg SAPA in English 
1910 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[By Joan Fubbs] 


[Text] Windhoek March 19 SAPA—The dramatic shift 
in fundamental Soviet political thinking and its recogni- 
tion of the major importance of Africa in global politics 
has prompted the first visit of a Soviet foreign minister 
to Africa south of the Sahara. 


The visit of Soviet Foreign Minister Mr Eduard Shevard- 
nadze to the six Frontline States and his participation in 
the independence celebrations of Namibia takes place 
despite the dramatic events in Europe. 


The new political thinking in the Soviet Union has been 
described by a Soviet diplomat in Windhoek as a re- 
evaluation of the importance of the individual and a 
reliance on flexibility rather than fana*.c2! devotion to 
ideology. 

“We have always thought that such a visit was necessary 
due to Africa's major importance and the role of African 
nations in the global community, and the non-aligned 
Moveinent and the efforts to solve an array of very 
serious global and regional problems,” Mr Shevardnadze 
said through the Soviet observer mission in Windhoek. 


This visit of a Soviet minister of foreign affairs indicated 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev had no intention of 
Soviet influence in international affairs waning in the 
face of serious domestic problems, a Soviet diplomat 
told SAPA in Windhoek. 


Mr Shevardnadze said on the eve of his departure from 
the Soviet Union Namibian independence had been won 
by the heroic struggle of its people and the international 
action based on new political thinking in Europe. 


“It is also convincing evidence of the increased evidence 
of the United Nations.” 


He said the flexibility in Soviet thinking which was no 
longer imprisoned by the fanatical devotion to ideology 
and the reliance on sterotypical political solutions had 
ushered in a revolutionary perspective on not only 
domestic affairs but international relations. 


“When in 1960 17 former African colonies became 
independent states the Soviet Union welcomed and 
supported the process of decolonization but there was a 
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strong ideological aspect to them at that txme, as well as 
a Striving to squeeze those relations into a certain 
theoretical framework. 


“Reality has however proved far more complicated than 
any formulas.” 


He said the need to pretend the Soviet Union had a 
monopoly on absolute political truths had been replaced 
by a more open altituce and that glasnost opened the 
door to an understanding of the problems peculiar to 
each country. 


“This supremacy of general humanitarian values and the 
principles of the new political thinking make it impos- 
sible to build equal relations uncomplicated by any 
superfluous circumstances.” 


However, he added, this transition would not be swift or 
smooth because it demanded a shift in attitudes 
embedded after centuries. 


Nujoma Welcomes RSA‘s De Klerk 


MB2003075290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0740 GMT 20 Mar 9 


[Text] Windhoek, March 20, SAPA—The [Republic of] 
South African [RSA] state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, 
arrived at Windhoek Airport to a personal welcome by 
President-elect Mr. Sam Nujoma, his prime minister, 
Mr. Hage Geingob, and senior members of the new 
Namibian government. 


Mr. de Klerk was accompanied by the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, his Director General Dr, Jannie 
Roux, and the director general of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Neil van Heerden and a number of other senior officials. 


The red carpet reception featured a guard of honour by 
the SWA [South-West Africa]-Namibian Police and var- 
1ous traditional dancers. 


Mr. Nujoma welcomed Mr. de Klerk and introduced 
him individually to members of his government before 
escorting him past the traditional dancers who sang and 
ululated a Namibian welcome. 


The party then immediately departed for South West 
Africa House where Mr. de Klerk is scheduled to conduct 
several meetings with European and African foreign 
ministers. 


Angola's Dos Santos Meets Baker 


MB2003082190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0815 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[Text] Windhoek, March 20, SAPA—WU_S. secretary of 
state, Mr. James baker, Tuesday [20 March] morning 
began high level talks with Angolan President Eduardo 
dos Santos centred on the internecine violence in that 
south west African territory. 
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A smiling Mr. Baker shook hands with Mr. dos Santos as 
they appeared and chattered before the international 
media. 


The substance of the talks were not revealed, but it 
understood Mr. dos Santos would impress on the U.S. 
leader the need to end material and other assistance to 
the UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] group led by Jonas Savimbi. 


A phalanx of bodyguards at the entrance to the Angolan 
residence body-searched media men and only allowed in 
a specific number. 


The talks are scheduled to last fur little over an hour, an 
official said. 


Mr. dos Santos touched down at Windhoek Interna- 
tional Airport shortly before 8 AM, and was immediately 
whisked off to the Angolan residence. 


Mr. Baker is to meet UNITA’s Savimbi in Zaire later in 
the week. 


De Klerk Holds Talks With Dos Santos 


MB200 3092690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0918 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[By Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Windhoek March 20 SAPA—The SA [South 
Africa] state president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, met his 
Angoian counterpart, President Jose Edwardo dos San- 
tos, for talks at South West Africa [SWA] House in 
Windhoek on Tuesday [20 March]. 


The meeting, also attended by their respective foreign 
ministers, was President de Klerk’s first in a series of 
bilateral talks arranged with European and African 
leaders for the day. 


President dos Santos and his entourage arrived at SWA 
House 30 minutes after President de Klerk and Foreign 
Minister Pik Botha arrived from South Africa. 


Mr de Klerk is expected to have at least a 45-minute 
round of talks with the Angolan president before a 
European cabinet minister, whose identity has not yet 
been revealed, is scheduled to meet him at noon. 


At 12.30 Namibian judges will see him before Mr de 
Klerk will enjoy a light lunch with the administrator 
general, Louis Pienaar. 


Tuesday afternoon he is due to meet yet another uniden- 
tified European foreign minister, open the SA Interests 
Office, keep an hour-long appointment with UN Secre- 
tary-General Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar before meeting 
an African leader, whose identity is also not known. 


Tuesday night President de Klerk will host a banquet at 
which the president-elect, Sam Nujoma, will be joined by 
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leading African political dignitaries as his guest prior to 
moving on to the sports stadium for the official handing 
over of the territory. 


Report Notes Television Coverage of Celebrations 


MB 2003095890 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[Text] Namibia will become an independent republic at 
midnight tonight after more than 70 years of adminis- 
tration by South Afmca. Heads of state from most 
African countries and foreign ministers of the leading 
Western and Eastern xations will join the incoming 
government and thousands of Namibians when the 
Namibian flag 1s hoisted for the first tame at midnight. 
This follows the biggest operation of ite kind for the 
United Nations: the implementation of Resolution 435 
for the independence of Namibia. 


The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, is expected in 
Windhoek this morning. His address to the fledgling 
nation of Namibia at 2345 will be televised live to 
countries all over the world. When President de Klerk 
has completed his speech, the Souta African flug will be 
lowered for the last time by officers of the South African 
Defense Force. At midnight, the Namibian flag will be 
hoisted for the first time. Although a national anthem 
still has to be approved, a specially composed hymn will 
be sung to the tune of “Nkosi Sikelel “iAfnka” [God 
Bless Africa]. That will be followed by the investiture of 
the first president of the Republic of Namibia, Mr. Sam 
Nujoma. The swearing-in ceremony will be conducted by 
the secretary general of she United Nations, Dr. Perez de 
Cuellar. Mr. Nujoma will then give a short speech. 


Several thousand guests including heads of state and a 
wide array of dignitaries are expected to arrive today. 
The American secretary of state, Mr. James Baker, and 
Dr. Perez de Cuellar were among the first to arrive 
yesterday eve ing. President de Klerk will host a ban- 
quet at South-West [Africa] House this evening when 
between 500 and 600 guests attend the last official 
function at the administrator general's residence. 


Tomorrow's prog:.m includes a procession through the 
streets of Windhoek, the conversion of the Constituent 
Assembly into the frst national assembly, the investiture 
of the cabinet, and day-long festivities at Windhoek 
Stadium. 


The Namibian independence ceremony will be broad- 
cast live on TV! from 2300 tonight Highlights will be 
broadcast on “Good Morning South Africa” tomorrow 
morning. That program will be extendec for more live 
crossings to reflect newsworthy developments. High- 
lights will also be televised in the scheduled news pro- 
grams tomorrow evening. 


Radio Orion will cross to Windhoek at 2340 and there 
will be coverage during updates on Radio South Africa 
tomorrow 


this afternoon and on “Radio Today” 
morning. 
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New Bank Windhoek To Begin Operation 1 Apr 


MB2003064990 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
16 Mar 90 p 3 


{Text} A New bank, Bank Windhoek, with total assets of 
R380 million [rand], will start operating in Namibia on 
| April 1990, it was announced yesterday. 


The new bank was created through the amalgamation cf 
Bank Windhoek, Boland Bank and Trust Bank ia 
Namibia and the enclave of Walvis Bay. 


The statement says the rationalisation between the three 
banks was done purely on economic grounds, although 
the independence of Namibia accelerated the process. 


The new bank will be Namibian-controlled, and the 
shareholding will comprise Bank of Windhoek (55.8 per 
cent), Volkskas, Trust Bank and Boland Bank. 


The rationalisation is described as having a number of 
advantages. Market share will increase to 18 per cent, 
which makes the new Bank Windhoek a serious player in 
the Namibian financial market. 


Swaziland 


Prime Minister Departs for Namibian Celebrations 


MB2003072690 Mbabane THE TIMES OF 
SWAZILAND 
in English 20 Mar 90 p 1 


[By Donny Nxumalo] 


[Text] Prime Minister [PM], Mr. Obed Dlamini flew out 
of Matsapha airport for Windhoek to attend the 
Namibian independence celebration tomorrow. 


Leading a six-man delegation, Mr. Dlamini who 
returned from a week in Hospital where he is understood 
to have received an operation, said he would have 
preferred to be in bed, but that duty called. 


After a brief farewell chat with ministers and represen- 
tatives of foreign missions at the VIP lounge, Mr. 
Diamini was driven right to the doorstep of the plane. 


Mr. Dlamini was limping slightly and said his leg hurt a 
little. He however assured that he had recovered consid- 
erably. 


The others in his delegation are: 

—Minister for Foreign Affairs, Senator George Mamba. 

—The PM’s private secretary, Mr. Paul Shabangu. 

—Senator Prince Lonkhokhelo. 

—A medical doctor, Dr. Ik Whan Lee from the Mbabane 
government hospital. 

—Aide camp, Richard 


The delegation is expected back on Friday [23 March]. 
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Mr. Dlamini said he was glad to go and represent the 
country in Namibia, saying in some ways Swaziland did 
have a role to play in the independence process of that 
country. 


He said the King and Queen Mother have already sent 
messages of congratulation to the Namibians, asking 
them to guard their independence. 


Zimbabwe 


Increased Eastern Border Security for Election 


MB2003093390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0921 GMT 20 Mar 99 


[Text] Rushinga, Zitnbabwe, March 20, SAPA—The 
Government of Zimbabwe has boosted security along 
the MNR [Mozambique National Resistance]-affected 
border with Mozambique to ensure people can vote in 
peace and quiet during the forthcoming general election. 


Outgoing Mashonaland Central Provincial Governor 
Joseph Kaparadza said there had been a lull in “bandit 
activity” in the MNR-affected areas of Mount Darwin 
and Rushinga until two weeks ago, when an armed gang 
butchered to death four innocent civilians at Gomo 
village in the Mukumbura district. 


Deput; Police Commissioner (Operations) Phillip 
Mhike told ZIANA, Zimbabwe's news agency, on 
Tuesday [20 March] police patrols in Rushinga and 
Mount Darwin had been “beefed up,” since the MNR 
started a campaign of terror, murder and looting in 
Zimbabwe's north-eastern border villages. 


“We have deployed a lot of security force personnel in 
those areas, especially in this election campaign so that 
people can vote in peace without any threat from the 
MNR,” Mr. Mhike said. 


Mr. Kaparadza said that, thanks to the deployment of 
security forces and the vigilance of the masses, MRN 
“bandits” were now shying away from the villages they 
used to terrorise. 


Editorial Assesses Nelson Mandela Visit 


MB1903135790 Harare THE HERALD in English 
8 Mar 90 p4 


[Editorial] 


[Text] Cde [Comrade] Nelson Mandela has come to 
Zimbabwe and gone. He will come back again and again, 
but no memory will be so vivid for us as that first 
impression of an elderly statesman with an amazingly 
sharp mind who was never caught by the deliberately 
friendly questions journalists put to him. 


The deputy president of the African National Congress, 
free after 27 years of incarceration, was as entertaining in 
his public and private addresses as he was at the press 
conference. 
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But if there was one major lesson the whites everywhere 
must have learned from Cde Mandela’s attitude towards 
his tormentors, it was that forgiveness runs freely in the 
blood of blacks. 


While feuds centuries old are still pursued in Europe, 
and the Israelis are still obsessed with bringing to book 
those, now geriatrics, who were responsible for the death 
of Jews in the Second World War, blacks are prepared to 
forgive the past. 


Blacks have experienced nothing but humuliation in 
their contacts with the rest of the world for centuries, 
from slavery to colonialism to neo-colonialism. But, 
through it all they have come out preaching forgiveness. 
The spirit of reconciliation was first preached by an 
ex-detainee who became one of today’s acknowledged 
great statesmen of Africa. 


Cde Mandela, like President Mugabe and his colleagues, 
has refused to hold his suffering against the white race. 
He and the others have every reason to. Blacks in 
Zimbabwe and Jouth Africa have every reason to hold 
their suffering against thew tormentors, their colonisers, 
but they have never done so. 
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So wide-ranging has been this forgiveness that it is, at 
times, misinterpreted as cowardice. In Zimbabwe yester- 
day’s fascists are re-emerging in the name or reconcilia- 
tion and ultra-democracy. They have every right to try 
and influence the course of politics in this country, they 
argue, as guaranteed in the Constitution. Even Ian Smith 
is Coming out of the woodwork to involve himself in the 
1990 campaign for the RF-ZUM [Rhodesian Front- 
Zimbabwe Unity Movement] alliance. So unrepentent 
are his type that he is said to have even considered 
standing on the ZUM ticket himself for Shurugwi. 


Cde Mandela came to Zimbabwe, saw reconciliation at 
work, and wished his own countrymen to be conquered 
by it. It is very more difficult for his people. But his own 
example, though difficult to emulate, holds the future for 
South Africa. 


It will work if the Boers agree to be forgiven, unlike those 
in the CAZ [Conservative Alliance of Zimbabwe] here 
and their supporters who, for 10 years, have done 
everything to translate reconciliation into acquiescence 
by blacks. 
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Ghana 


Delegation Leaves for Namibia Independence Fete 


AB1903154290 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[Text] Ghana’s delegation to the independence celebra- 
tions in Namibia left Accra this morning for Windhoek. 
The delegation is led by a member of the Provisional 
National Defense Council [PNDC], Captain Kojo 
Tsikata. He told newsmen that the delegation will 
convey congratulatory and fraterna' greetings from the 
Government and people of Ghana to the Namibian 
people, who have emerged victorious from many years of 
liberation struggle. Capt. Tsikata said the presence of the 
delegation will help establish friendly and warn relations 
between the two countries. 


Other members of the delegation are: Dr. Mohammad 
Ibn Chambas, deputy secretary for foreign affairs; Naval 
Captain George Esubonteng, and Major K. Aboagye, 
both of the Ministry of Defense, and Mrs. Georgina 
Baiden, president of the Ghana National Association of 
Teachers. 


Liberia 


Doe’s Krahn Troops Reportedly Back in Nimba 


AB1703141390 Paris AFP in English 1407 GMT 
17 Mar 90 


[Text] Abidjan, March 17 (AFP)—Liberian President 
Samuel Doe has sent back soldiers of his ethnic Krahn 
group to fight ethnic rebels who launched a bid to unseat 
him in Liveria’s northeastern Nimba County, diplomats 
said Saturday [17 March]. 


The exchange of troops has brought renewed atrocities 
against the cour.try’s civilian population, as troops of 
Mr. Doe’s Krahn tribe reportedly kill anyone of the Gio 
and Mano groups, the sources added. 


They did not say when the fresh troops, led by Colone! 
Ezekiel Bowen, were brought in. Defense Ministry 
sources in Monrovia on Saturday denied knowledge of 
the switch. 


The same troops, initially commanded by General 
Edward Smith, had been replaced in January by a mixed 
ethnic force headed by Brigadier-General Moses Craig 
after persistent reports that Krahn soldiers looted and 
burned villages, raped women and summarily executed 
ethnic rivals. 


Sources said soldiers had killed the few young Gio and 
Mano men who returned to Nimba County from refuge 
in the Ivory Coast since the uprising, which began on 
December 24. 


Meanwhile. the well-trained rebels appear to have gained 
ground against undisciplined troops, cutting off the main 
road linking Nimba County to the coast. 
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Informed sources said rebels on Monday successtully 
blew up a military truck, killed many soldiers and 
captured a large supply of arms and ammunition. 


Diplomatic sources said troops have avoided outrgiht 
firefights with the slippery rebels using guerilla tactics in 
their native Nimba County. 


A U.S. Embassy spokesman here confirmed Saturday 
that two U.S. military advisors sent to monitor fighting 
in Nimba County in late January have returned to 
Monrovia. 


The spokesman did not indicte when the two left Nimba 
County, but said the advisors and other Embassy officers 
may return to make brief periodic visits to monitor the 
fighting there. 


A US. statement said there has been “ta sharp reduction 
in complaints about abuses of civilians” by troops and 
that “‘a substantial number of Liberian soldiers” engaged 
in such behavior had been detained. 


There are some 5,000 Americans in Liberia, including 
many Peace Corps volunteers and missionaries living in 
Nimba County. 


Officials in Monrovia have given no details of fresh 
fighting in recent weeks in the county where independeni 
sources have estimated that between 500 and 1,000 
people have been killed since the rebel incursion was 
launched. 


The rebels are apparently being led by former civil 
servant Charles Taylor who fled to the United States in 
1984 on embzzlement charges. 


International aid agencies and Western embassies have 
launched efforts to feed and care for some 150,000 
Liberians who have fled to neighboring Ivory Coast and 
Guinea since the fighting erupted. 


Fresh Rebel Skirmishes Reported 


AB1903191490 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 19 Mar 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Liberian press is reporting fresh skirmishes in 
Nimba County, from where over 160,000 people have 
fled the rebel invasion launched on Christmas Eve by 
Charles Taylor's rebels. Eyewitnesses traveling from 
Upper Nimba say the fighting has left many dead and 
wounded, as Isaac Bantu reports in this telex from 
Monrovia: 


{Begin studio announcer recording] A lorry driver who 
claimed he had been at the scene of the fighting last 
weck, said he was on his way to Grand Gedeh County 
when he saw a soldier lying by the side of the road with 
bullet wounds. When he stopped to enquire what was 
wrong, a man wearing blue jeans and a white T-shirt and 
armed with a gun, stepped out from the bush. Another 
soldier, who was with the lorry driver, asked the man in 
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jeans to stop, but he continued to walk toward them. 
There was then an exchange of gunfire. In the incident, 
the man with jeans, who was apparently a rebel, killed 
two soldiers. The driver said he and his apprentice 
escaped from the scene. 


According to THE STANDARD newspaper, reinforce- 
ments were then called for, and then followed bitter 
clashes with villagers wielding guns, in which there were 
many casualties. Meanwhile, the road linking Nimba, 
Grand Gedeh County, Sinoe, and Maryland Counties, is 
said to be inacessible. THE STANDARD reported that 
travelers to these counties over the weekend had 
returned to Monrovia. The travelers said there were road 
blocks between Ganta and Zwedru, and that traffic in 
eastern Liberia had come to a standstill. During his 
speech on 13 March to Nimba citizens, President Samuel 
Doe said the situation in Nimba County was confused 
because citizens were attacking each other as well as 
attacking soldiers. [end recording} 


Anti-Rebel Commander Replaced 


AB1903202790 Paris AFP in English 2020 GMT 
19 Mar 90 


[Text] Monrovia, March 19 (AFP)}—Brigadier-General 
Moses Craig, who has been commanding Liberian troops 
fighting rebels in Nimba County, has been replaced by 
his deputy, Colonel Hezekiah Bowen, a newspaper 
reported here Monday [19 March]. 


Gen. Craig, who replaced General Edward Smith in late 
January, was quoted as saying that there has been no 
serious rebel attacks in rec *nt weeks, and that the rebels 
were still on the run. 


Soldiers were continuing “mopping up” operations in 
Khanple and Butuo, where rebels launched a bid to 
unseat president Samuel Doe on December 24. 


Some 150,000 Liberians have fled into neighboring 
Ivory Coast and Guinea to escape the fighting in Nimba 
County, in northeastern Liberia. 


The rebels are apparently being led by former civil 
servant Charles Taylor, who fled to the United States in 
1984. He was wanted in Monrovia on embezzlement 
charges. 


There have been complaints that the soldiers fighting the 
rebels have killed civilians, looted and burned villages, 
and raped women. 


U.S. officials on Saturday said there had been a reduc- 
tion in the number of complaints after “ta substantial 
number of Liberian soldiers” were detained. 


Foreign Minister Leaves for Namibian Celebrations 


AB2003085890 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 20 Mar 90 


[Text] Liberian Foreign Minister Rudolph Johnson, at 
the head of a four-man delegation, at the weekend 
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departed Monrovia for Windhoek, Namibia, to repre- 
sent the Government of Liberia at the forthcoming 
independence celebration of that country. While Min- 
ister Johnson is away, the deputy minisier of foreign 
affairs for administration, Jonas Wallace Jr.. will act as 
minister pending Minister Johnson’s return. 


DAILY OBSERVER Offices Gutted by Fire 


AB1803123090 Monrovia Radio ELWA in Enelis! 
1709 GMT 17 Mar 90 


[Text] The offices of the DAILY OBSERVER Corpora- 
tion in Crownhill in Monrovia have been gutted by fire 
in the early hours of this morning. According to the 
managing director of the corporation, Mr. Kenneth Best, 
the library and the newsroom were completed destroyed 
by the fire. Other equipment destroyed including type- 
writers, an image-enlarger machine, and the electrical 
system. 


Firemen of the National Fire Service were called in to 
bring the situation under control. It is reported the cause 
of the fire is not yet known. But the CID [Criminal 
Investigations Department] director, Mr. Jacob Nemley, 
who was at the scene of the fire, 1s quoted as saying it was 
too early to say what was responsible for the fire. The 
watchman on duty at the DAILY OBSERVER news- 
paper is said to be assisting CID agents in further 
investigations. 


Mali 


Traore ‘Strongly Supports’ South Africa’s De Klerk 


AB1603144390 Dakar PANA in French 1708 GM 1 
15 Mar 90 


[Text] Bamako, !15 Mar (AMAP/PANA}—Malian Presi- 
dent Moussa Traore stated in Koro (845 km east of 
Bamako) on Tuesday, 13 March, that he strongly sup- 
ports South African President de Klerk in his efforts to 
dismantle apartheid. 


The Malian head of state, who was addressing a confer- 
ence of cadres of the Koro section of the sole ruling 
party, the Democratic Union of Malian People. recalled 
the lifting of the ban on anti-apartheid movements. 
notably the African National Congress. and Mr. de 
Klerk’s willingness to eradicate apartheid. According to 
President Traore, “Only after this can blacks claim tne 
same rights as whites in a multiracial and democratic 
state.”’ He also stated that the OAU has foug’:: and will 
continue to fight for the total decolonization of the 
continent. In this regard, he said that one of the obyec- 
tives of this struggle has been achieved with the release of 
Nelson Mandela, adding that one should not, however, 
forget that there are other political detainces 


President Moussa Traore, who has for one week been on 
a tour of the fifth economic region of the country (north 
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Mali), has been discussing national and international 
issues at the various cadre conferences of the local party 
sections. 


Nigeria 


Babangida Leaves for Zambia OAU Meeting, Namibia 


AB 1803204090 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 18 Mar 90 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida has left Lagos for 
Lusaka, Zambia, to attend a meeting of the OAU ad hoc 
committee on southern Africa. On Tuesday [20 March] 
General Babangida will leave Lusaka for Windhoek to 
take part in celebrations marking Namibia’s indepen- 
dence. Namibia will officially be free from the illegal 
occupation of racist South Africa on Wednesday. 


On the president’s entourage are the minister of external 
affairs, Dr Rilwanu Lukman; the governor of Niger 
State, Lieutenant Colonel Lawan Gwadebe; and the 
national chairman of the Nelson Mandela Reception 
Committee, Professor (Nuhu Dimah). Others are the 
chairman of the Namibia Solidarity Fund, Ali aji 
Maitama Sule, and Chief Oko Abiola. 


Gen. Babangida is expected back in Lagos on Thursday. 
Senegal 


* Security Up for Casamance Independence Threat 


34190058A Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
28 Dec 89 p 12 


[Article by Abba Camara: “Christmas Under Close Sur- 
veillance”’} 


[Text] With police of the Mobile Intervention Group 
(GMI) stationed at the principal intersections and arte- 
rial highways both at the entrance to, and inside, the city; 
identity checks and vehicle searches, particularly of 
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buses; temporary arrests of “suspects”; and gendarmes 
and military personnel in a state of alert, the residents of 
Ziguinchor unquestionably spent Christmas 1989 under 
close surveillance. To be sure, there was no curfew as 
such, and no incident or disturbance was reported, 
contrary to what one might have feared; but there was 
obvious tension, and everyone appeared to be on guard 
(or sleeping with one eye open) against any eventuality. 
All Casamance—if not all Senegal—had their eyes and 
ears turned toward Ziguinchor, which in recent times has 
had the appearance of a city under siege. The atmo- 
sphere was further polluted by the most sordid and 
foolish rumors, such as “in Dakar, the Casamancans and 
the Wolofs are fighting just like in Mauritania.” In any 
event (and this is the main thing), the independence of 
Casamance was not proclaimed on 25 December 1989, 
as the leaflet circulated in Ziguinchor in mid-November 
had led one to believe—a leaflet that aroused the min- 
ister of the interior and the Army chief of staff, both of 
whom stayed 36 hours in Ziguinchor (from 13 to 15 
December 1989) allegedly in order to “give instruc- 
tions.” Independence was accordingly not proclaimed, 
and our colleagues who flocked there to “open the event” 
were left empty-handed. They did, however, have the 
consolation of being present at the great military festival 
(flyover, parade) organized each year on that occasion 
(25 December) by the Army on the landing strip of 
Ziguinchor airport. In the city, some circles ascribe the 
leaflet in question to elements of the faction opposed to 
Robert Sagna’s group who apparently were seeking to 
profit from any disturbances and thereby again achieve 
prominence. Some of them—“exploiting their solid per- 
sonal relations with elements of the Mobile Security 
Brigade (BMS)”—reportedly informed against so-called 
suspects who included among others, strangely enough, 
some members and leaders of Kande committees who 
belong to the Robert Sagna faction and, therefore, also to 
the PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party], including a 
certain Ndlaye—well-known throughout Ziguinchor— 
who was briefly arrested and then released. 
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